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The Preacher's Prayer 
By H. K. Bentley 
O GOD, forbid that when Thy Word I 


preach, 
My words should harden those I seek to 
save, 
Or, when to Thine own children I would 
teach 
Some liberating truth, should leave the 
slave 
World-wise but strengthless, and more hope- 
less still, 
Through vain endeavors of his helpless will. 


Better I should not preach, than that I should, 
In preaching, add responsibility, 
Without that quickening Life that makes 
the food 
I may give out become vitality. 
The letter kills! O God, let me not be 
The murderer of those Thou sendest me! 


Nay, Lord, but grant me first Thy truth to 
know. 


May all its power in my life first be seen, 
That I, like my Good Shepherd, e’er may go 
Before my flock into the pastures green. 
Lord, send Thy Word, from Thine own 

heart, through mine, 
To each of theirs, instinct with power divine. 
(Reprinted from an earlier issue of the Times.) 


we 
Detoured — Where ? 


Detours are temporary roads away 
from a main highway that bring one back, 
later on, to the desired destination. At 
the best, they cause delay and inconveni- 
ence, but they may be unavoidable in road 
building and repairing. There are detours, 


however, that turn one away from a high- 
way and never get back again. Satan is 
shrewd and plausible in offering detours 
from the Way of Life. Mrs. Maud Howe, 
General Secretary of the International 
Christian Crusade, has written to the Edi- 
tor of her hope that public opinion may 
be aroused to demand the placing of true 
Christian books in college and high school 
libraries. “One mother,” she writes, “ap- 
parently in very good circumstances, told 
me that twice her son had tried to com- 
mit suicide, as a result of his despair in 
an aimless, godless future. Another young 
fellow brought me H. G. Wells’ ‘Outline 
of History,’ six copies of which he said 
had just been placed in the college library. 
He was concerned about his younger 
brother, whose faith is being detoured.” 
Suicide is quite logical for one who is suc- 
cessfully detoured away from Him who 
said: “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life; no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me” (John 14:6). 


ae 
Pray Anyway! 


Prayer must persist if it is to prevail. 
We must determinedly do the persisting 
if we would make sure of our prayer life. 
There are times, it is true, when the Chris- 
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The Price of 


CLAY TRUMBULL, for many 
H years Editor of THe Sunpay 

ScHoo. Times, used to say that the 
world has a higher standard for Christians 
than they sometimes have for themselves. 
It is significant to see the high standard 
that a metropolitan daily newspaper, The 
Globe of Toronto, has for the Christian 
ministry. The Globe, to be sure, has been 
conducted for many years by outstanding 
Christian men, and constantly holds forth 
Christian truth in its editorial and news 
columns. In its issue for February 19 it 
published an editorial entitled “What 
Price Minister?” which is such a search- 
ing study of qualifications for the Chris- 
tian ministry that THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times offers it herewith as the editorial 
in this Ministers Number: 

The Christian ministry is high priced, 
although it may be, at times, very low 
salaried. It costs the real minister a great 
deal to be a minister. Much is expected 
of him; under some circumstances, ab- 
surdly much. For example, we are told 
with a touch of satire that some of the 


tian is swept along in effortless prayer, 
when the flood tide of prayer runs deep 
and strong, and there is joy and thrill in 
pouring out one’s heart and soul in prayer 
fellowship with God. But niost veteran 
saints would testify that such experiences 
in prayer are unusual and extraordinary, 
not the usual and ordinary. Satan knows 
the power of prayer, hence he hates the 
prayers of God’s children. Hating prayer, 
Satan does everything to turn us away from 
it by interruptions and diversions of every 
sort, and to make it difficult for us to 
pray when we try to. This is a compelling 
reason for praying by sheer will power 
when that is necessary. Dr. Alexander 
Whyte, the beloved Scottish preacher, gave 
divine wisdom when he said: “Whoever 
you are—parent or child, old or young, 
sinner or saint—give yourself to prayer. 
Let no distaste for prayer turn you away 
from it. Let no want of practice, let no 
difficulty in it, make you give up in despair. 
Let no greatness of sin, or frequency of 
sin, frighten you away from the Throne 
of Grace.” So Paul wrote: “Praying 
always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with 
all perseverance” (Eph. 6:18). Only those 
who determinedly persist in praying 
whether they feel like it or not can. obey 
the command, and enter into the privilege, ' 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5: 17). 
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the Ministry 


requisites for pastoral success are the fol- 
lowing: “The strength of an ox, the 
tenacity of a bulldog, the daring of a lion, 
the industry of a beaver, the versatility of 
a chameleon, the vision of an eagle, the 
disposition of an angel, the loyalty of an. 
apostle, the heroism of a martyr, the faith- 
fulness of a prophet, the tenderness of a 
shepherd, the fervency of an evangelist, 
and the devotion of a mother.” 

That is rather a formidable picture in 
its demands, and yet it is not going too 
far to say that many or most of these 
qualifications are found in many true 
Christian ministers, and have been. since’ 
the time of the apostles. One could go 
through this whole list of “requisites” and 
find Scripture authority for each. The 
kaleidoscopic description brings to mind 
such Scripture passages as these: : 

“Be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might.” 

“Having done all, to stand.” 

“Be ye stedfast, unmoveable.” 

“Be strong and of a good courage, fear 
not, nor be afraid.” 
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“The night cometh, when no man can 
work , .. be vigilant. . . . Redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil.” 

“Made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some.” 

“Blessed are your eyes, for they see.” 

“Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you.” 

“I have fought a good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course, I have kept the faith.” 

“I die daily . . . Christ shall be mag- 
nified in my body, whether it be by life, 
or by death.” 

“A faithful minister of Christ.” 

“Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted.” 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to God.” 

“Love suffereth long, and is kind... 
beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things. Love 
never faileth.” 

A costly list of characteristics, assuredly. 
So far beyond the natural powers of men 
are they that it is impossible for any man 
to measure up to this standard if left to 
his own strength and resources. But we 
must not forget that really Christian min- 
isters attempt nothing in their own 
strength; they are not limited to the re- 
sources of the natural man; the very start 
and reason of their ministry is a divine 
call, a divine commission, following divine 
regeneration or new birth into a new life. 

The Christian minister is, first of all, a 
saved man. And salvation is free — “with- 
out money and without price.” It cannot 
be earned, or bought, or paid for by man, 
“but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Yet, while salvation is free, service is 
costly. It cost God all he had to save 
us; it costs us all we have to serve God. 
The price of the Christian ministry, there- 
fore, is all that we have and all that we 
are. Presenting our bodies a living sacri- 
fice, acceptable unto God, is our “reason- 
able service.” The greatest minister in 
the Christian era was Paul —and he paid 
the price. “What things were gain to me,” 
he says, “those I counted loss for Christ. 
Yea doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord.” 

The true minister believes God and His 
Word; he does not doubt or deny. Peo- 
ple are not saved, fed, or strengthened by 
doubts and negations, but only by positive 
truth. So Paul wrote to young Timothy, 
whom he was training up in the ministry: 
“If thou put the brethren in remembrance 
of these things, thou shalt be a good min- 
ister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the 
words of faith and of good doctrine, where- 
unto thou hast attained. But refuse pro- 
fane and old wives’ fables.” 

Those who doubt or deny the Word of 
God would not relish being told that they 
are swallowing “old wives’ fables,” but 
that is what the apostle declares by in- 
spiration. It is encouraging to see the 
indignant repudiation, by true Christian 
ministers in Germany, of the rising Neo- 
Pagan Church in Luther’s land. There 
are true and courageous pastors there, 
ready to lay down their lives in martyr- 
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dom before they will turn away from 
Christ and God’s Word. Yet they are 
being asked to accept such “old wives’ 
fables” as that Christ never existed, nor 
did the apostles Peter and Paul; man 
needs no Redeemer; and “Wotan, the old 
Germanic god, is the divine principle that 
dwells in us all.” 

Such blatant paganism has no place in 
the Christian Church in the Dominion; 
yet more subtle forms of unbelief are cur- 
rent and popular here as in every land 
of Christendom today, and this has been 
so from the first century until now. The 
true Christian minister sets himself discern- 
ingly, courageously, yet in love and 
patience, against all that would turn men 
away from the Saviour, the Gospel, and 
the Word. Gladly he is ready to pay the 
price of obedience to Paul’s inspired com- 
mand: “I charge thee therefore before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
pearing and his kingdom; preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffer- 
ing and doctrine. For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine. 
. . . But watch thou in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry.” 








Notes on Open Letters 




















How Old Was Abraham? 


When reading a copy of Arthur Mee’s 
paper, The Children’s Newspaper of May 
18, 1935, I came across the enclosed clip- 
ping which gave me quite a momentary 
shock. But, realizing that there is no truth 
in the statement regarding the ages of Abra- 
ham and Sarah, I should nevertheless be 
glad if you would kindly give your under- 
standing of this. It is very evident that 
Sir Flinders Petrie does not believe God’s 
Word, and I am sorry that such sentiments 
should occur in The Children’s Newspaper. 
—A British Columbia reader. 


The statement in The Children’s News- 
paper reads, in part, as follows: 


The amazing ages to which the patriarchs 
of the Old Testament lived have always 
been a source of wonder (and skepticism) 
to readers of the Bible. 

Professor Flinders Petrie, in his recent 
book, “Historicai Notes on Palestine and 
Israel,” has given a simple explanation of 
these extraordinary figures. It seems that 
they are inaccurate transcriptions of the 
ages given in original sources. 

Some of the ages given for the patriarchs 
are amazing. Adam, we are told, died at 
930, Seth at 912, and Methuselah at 960. 
Noah is recorded as being 600 years old at 
the time of the Flood and as living 350 
years after it. 

Abraham lived to be 175, and Sarah died 
before him at 127. Abraham’s age at the 
birth of Isaac is given as 100, but Sir 
Flinders Petrie states that a correct reading 
of the numeral figures makes him fifty, 
while Sarah was forty. 

And so the Bible is corrected once more 
in a detail which really matters very little, 
while its main facts are confirmed by mod- 
ern research. 


The great size of the Israelite host at 
the time of the Exodus has caused many 
to regard the figures as incorrect. In his 
recent book, “Palestine and Israel,” Sir 
Flinders Petrie has reaffirmed his theory, 
(Continued on page 169) 
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“Two Missionaries 
Jailed in Ethiopia” 


O READ the headline of an Associated 

Préss dispatch from Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, published recently in the news- 
papers. It told of the imprisonment of 
three American missionaries of the Sudan 
Interior Mission, John Trewin of Toronto, 
Canada, and Mr. and Mrs, Harold Street 
of Paxton, Illinois. The three were ar- 
rested by a subordinate leader at their 
station at Shama, 250 miles southwest of 
Addis Ababa, because they refused to leave 
the danger zone. 


The Secretary of the Sudan Interior 
Mission, John J. Trout, in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
writes the Times that the missionaries 
were most kindly treated and that orders 
were issued for their immediate release, 
which was promptly effected. 


Some months ago Mr. Street wrote to 
Tue SunpAy ScHoot Times: “The days 
immediately ahead of us are quite full of 
uncertainty, but ‘God holds the key to all 
unknown, and I am glad.’ He has given 
a delightful peace of mind, and in his 
Father-care we are not only safe but 
secure. The enclosed general letter is just 
going forward to our over two hundred 
prayér helpers. Their backing and God’s 
watching leaves no doubt as to the out- 
come. In the Lord Jesus we are gloriously 
triumphant.” At the same time Mr. Street 
sent three articles to the Times, and ‘it 
seems a remarkable coincidence, in view 
of his later imprisonment, that one of these 
is entitled “The Debtor’s Chain.” 


It tells of the strange custom in Ethiopia 
of chaining a debtor to his creditor, and 
where the creditor goes the debtor must 
follow until the debt is paid. Mr. Street 
draws beautiful lessons from this of the 
Christian’s relation to Christ, speaking of 
Paul’s prison experiences and then of the 
fact that “ye are not your own, for ye 
are bought with a price.” 


Another of the articles, “Holy Spirit 
Refreshment,” tells of a four-hour journey 
across a desert which missionaries in 
Ethiopia often have to make. But in the 
midst of the desert is a green valley, and 
through it flows a crystal clear stream 
coming from springs in the distant moun- 
tains. Mr. Street compares this stream 
to the refreshment that Spirit-filled Chris- 
tians can bring into the lives of others. 


The articles are all based on Mr. Street’s 
personal experiences as a missionary in 
Ethiopia, and all center about Paul’s words 
concerning Onesipherus, who, he says, “oft 
refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my 
chain” (2 Tim. 1: 16, 17). 


The three articles, “Holy Spirit Refresh- 
ment,” “The Debtor’s Chain,” and “The 
Forgotten Quest,” wili be published as a 
series of signed editorials beginning in next 
week’s issue of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Trwes. A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscription to the Times, which will in- 
clude these articles, may be had for 25 
cents. Such subscriptions, with a request 
for the editorials by Harold Street of 
Ethiopia, should be sent to THE Sunpay 
ScHoo. Times, 225 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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The Minister's Education 


How long should the seminary course be, 
and what major subjects should it include ? 


By President Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. 








into the curriculum of a theological 

seminary has gripped me for over 
twenty-five years, and my investigations, 
which included a study of existing courses 
of training and interviews with scores if 
not hundreds of preachers who received 
the standard seminary discipline, have led 
me to certain well defined conclusions, 
which conclusions I am not treating as 
mere theories, but am attempting to prove 
to be worthy by the acid test of experience. 


That the following criticism of existing 


Tinie problem as to what should enter 


courses in theological training may be con-. 


structive, certain major subjects belonging 
to ministerial education are here presented 
in their larger scope. 


i. Systematic Theology 


This discipline embraces the truth about 
God and all his works, including the needs 
of those of his creatures who comprise 
a lost human race, and is the bone-struc- 
ture of the body of revealed truth. Every 
important phase of that revealed truth is 
rightfully included in Systematic Theology ; 
and all that is included should be held in 
its right proportions. Omissions or dis- 
proportionate emphasis cannot but result 
in errors of varying magnitude. Protes- 
tant theology, as taught in seminaries and 
embodied in textbooks, has largely adopted 
and maintained the emphasis upon truth 
which the Reformation germinated, and has 
neglected, and sometimes rejected, aspects 
of revelation which are outside of that 
limitation. Abridged Systematic Theology, 
being a partial statement of the truth, has 
wrought injury along with the good it has 
accomplished. Abridged Systematic The- 
ology has almost wholly ignored certain 
major themes; namely: (1) God’s pur- 
poses in the ages, with the all-important 
understanding of the divine purpose in the 
present age; (2) the Pauline doctrine of 
the true Church, with its revelation of the 
New Creation in and through the resur- 
rection of Christ, which neglect accounts 
for the omission in Systematic Theology of 
any adequate consideration of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ; (3) human conduct in its 
relation to God, to the dispensations, and 
to the entire field of spiritual life truth; 
(4) the doctrine of the angels, including 
the extended revelation concerning Satan 
and the demons; (5) the types, with their 
divinely given light upon very much vital 
truth; (6) prophecy in its larger aspects; 
and (7) the present ministry of Christ in 
Heaven, with its age-characterizing pro- 
visions for the people of God. No estima- 
tion is possible as to the loss to the the- 
ological student, and through him to those 
to whom he attempts to minister, when this 
vast field of truth is eliminated from’ his 
courses of study. The fact that it was 
eliminated encourages him to think of these 
themes as unimportant and sometimes as 
even dangerous. It is demonstrable that 
Modernism wouid have had little appeal to 


Many ministers and missionaries to- 
day look back with gratitude to the 
thorough training they received under 
Dr. Chafer and the other teachers at 
the Evangelical Theological College in 
Dallas, Tex., of which Dr. Chafer is 
Founder and President. And many 
others have reason to be deeply thank- 
ful for the illumination of the Scrip- 
tures that has come to them through 
Dr. Chafer’s books, such as “Salva- 
tion,” “He That Is Spiritual,” “Grace,” 
“The Kingdom in History and Proph- 
ecy,” and many others. For years Dr. 
Chafer has made a careful study of 
what a minister's preparation ought to 
be, and in this article he gives a sum- 
mary of his conclusions. 








ministers had they been given in their 
courses of study the whole revelation of 
God. When theological graduates drift 
into unbelief, the seminary from which 
they were sent out is challenged in no 
uncertain terms to discover the weakness 
of the training which made such a de- 
parture possible, 


The neglect on the part of seminaries 
of the spiritual life of their students is 
tragic indeed and wholly inexcusable. 
That there is a great body of Scripture 
bearing on this theme and a divinely or- 
dered plan of procedure revealed whereby 
the Christian may experience a full meas- 
ure of divine power and blessing seems not 
to be sufficiently recognized by seminaries. 
As a vital feature of Systematic Theology, 
courses of study should be offered which 
present the great underlying facts and fea- 
tures of the spiritual life, and every con- 
dition should be fostered in the seminary 
whereby the student will attain to the ex- 
perience of the vital presence and power 
of God. If such experience is not gained 
in the seminary it is not probable that 
it will be gained in later life. To provide 
sufficient and worthy classroom discipline 
is but a part of the seminary’s task. The 
student, when graduated, should be a man 
of God with all that the term implies, 


II. The Original Languages 


The minister should be an able exegete of 
the Scriptures in the original languages. 
This competency is possible to the student 
of average mentality and is imperative if 
he is ever to speak with authority or ex- 
ercise a true and worthy leadership in 
the things of God. Valuable helps are 
available to those who have not mastered 
the original languages, and these, it is 
contended by some, are all a minister needs. 
No doubt, such helps are a bit more than 
some ministers seem to need. And if the 
preacher makes no vital use of the Bible 
in his ministry, why should original lan- 
guages be considered at all? I have yet 
to find one man who has mastered the 
original languages, tasting the depth of 
riches which this study unfolds, and who 


pursues a spiritual ministry, who would 
sanction any less than a mastery of these 
subjects as a preparation for the ministry. 
Too often men who have not acquired a 
knowledge of the languages are contending 
that the command of them is unimportant. 
God has raised up great preachers who 
knew nothing of the original languages, 
but in every case they would have been 
enriched by such knowledge, as, indeed, 
many of them have confessed. 

In reply to my question to a student 
as to why he proposed to discontinue He- 
brew, he said, “Look at the great Dr. 
, he never studied Hebrew.” 

When he admitted that he would be 
willing to be shown the fallacy of his posi- 
tion, I said to him: “You are assuming 
that all you need to make another Dr. 
out of you is to discontinue Hebrew. 
Will you inquire of Dr. what you 
should do and abide by his judgment?” 

The student agreed to this, and as a 
result became one of the best and most 
enthusiastic Hebrew students in his class. 
I am grateful to Dr. for his co- 
operation in saving a promising student 
from ideals which, if followed, would have 
cast his whole life-work upon a much lower 
plane. 

Long and careful investigation has given 
abundant evidence that seminary students 
who do not pursue language study after 
graduation (and there are many such), 
fail to do so largely because of the fact 
that they did not receive sufficiently thor- 
ough training in these language courses 
in the seminary. It is also demonstrated 
that to insure hearty pursuance of the 
study and use of Hebrew after graduation, 
the student must have three or four years 
of intensive classroom drilling, and, in the 
case of the Greek, the classroom discipline 
must be extended to four or five years, 
I share the ideal with some other men who 
are contending for a worthy ministerial 
training that no man should be allowed to 
graduate from the seminary who has not 
translated in a scholarly way the entire 
New ‘Testament. 














Ill. The English Bible 


Quite apart from the exegesis of the 
text of Scripture in the original languages, 
an introduction to every portion of the 
English Bible should be undertaken under 
competent expositors with its spiritual con- 
tent in view. This course is lacking in 
seminaries generally and its loss is de- 
plored universally by spiritual ministers 
who are seminary graduates. Aside from 
the twofold classification of preachers as 
being orthodox or modernist, the orthodox 
are subject to the twofold classification as 
being either able or not ablé to expound the 
Scriptures. The one all-important thing 
for the minister, who, above all else, is 
appointed to “preach the word,” is to know 
the Word. It is the purpose of Systematic 
Theology to throw light on the Bible, and 
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similarly, the purpose of all study of orig- 
inal languages; but these cannot take the 
place of that searching of the Scriptures 
which has been and ever will be the secret 
of that blessing. which has characterized 
the truly great preachers of all genera- 
tions. Taking the courses at a Bible insti- 
tute, in addition to the restricted theological 
seminary courses, is not enough; partly 
because of the fact that the Bible institute 
courses are adapted to lay workers, and 
partly because of the fact that too often 
under these conditions only limited por- 
tions of the Scriptures are considered. 


Obviously the time-honored, standard, 
three-year seminary course with its ever- 
diminishing emphasis upon vital subjects 
is as inadequate for a minister’s training 
as the same restricted time would be for 
the training of a medical doctor or engi- 
neer.. In view of these facts and upon 
my recommendation, the seminary in which 
I am now serving has adopted a minimum 
four-year course leading to the Master of 
Theology degree. 


Technical training in the classroom is 
wholly introductory, anticipating, as it does, 
the unremitting, lifetime study that should 
follow. Such training is deficient if it 
does not provide the student with a per- 
spective extending to every major aspect 
of the subjects involved, a true method of 
study, and a momentum in the right direc- 
tion. Because of the widening perspective 
and the restricted, introductory character 
of technical classroom training, such 
courses, while imparting some knowledge, 
serve the larger and more vital purpose 
of causing the student to pass from un- 
conscious to conscious ignorance, thereby 
becoming a challenge to him for a lifetime 
of research, 


Every pastor should be training his 
flock in the knowledge of God’s Word 
-to the end that they may be proficient 
in their life and service. Because of fail- 
ure at this point on the part of many 
pastors, Bible institutes have been located 
in various centers with a view to supply- 
ing this very need; but Bible institute 
training should not be confused with stand- 
ard ministerial education. It is the work of 
the pastor in his church and of the Bible 
institute to teach people the Bible; but 
it is the work of the seminary, when true 
to her trust, to produce Bible teachers who 
speak with authority because of their own 
exegetical study of the Scriptures, who are 
accurate in doctrine because of their knowl- 
edge of Unabridged Systematic Theology, 
and who are able because of their right re- 
lation to the Spirit of God to exercise a 
true and worthy spiritual leadership. 
Inferior or short-cut courses of prepara- 
tion in any field of education are perhaps 
better than nothing, but should never be 
adopted by those who have time and 
strength for a fuller undertaking. An in- 
defensible fallacy is that, because of the 
soon coming of Christ, there is no time 
for adequate preparation; as though he 
would not be pleased with the man who 
is undertaking great things for him even 
though that man is taken to be with Christ 
before the educational courses are com- 
pleted. A similar fallacy is that mission- 
aries do not need extended training. Mis- 
sionaries are required to run on a storage 
battery, so far as educational surroundings 
are concerned, and it is serious indeed if 
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the battery is not charged. In reply to 
the student who was seeking a short-cut 
course of study, the aged professor said, 
“When the Lord makes an oak tree he 
takes a hundred years, but he can grow a 
squash in three months.” 

A trained nurse has her own important 
field of service, but she does not assume the 
practice of medicine. Similarly, there is 
a wide difference to be observed between 
the valuable service that may be rendered 
by those trained in Bible courses adapted 
to laymen and the service of the highly 
trained minister. The laymen’s general 
courses in Bible study and practical work 


would be of inestimable value to every | 


Christian, and should be available in every 
city and town. However, such courses are 
insufficient to prepare men to meet the 
larger demands of the ministry; for at 
no time in the history of the Church has 
there been so great a call for devoted men 
who, because of their true scholarship, are 
authoritative teachers of the Scriptures and 
have nothing to fear from the modernistic 
controversy. 

Again, as required by the state, the medi- 
cal doctor, in addition to his full academic 
courses, devotes at least four years to 
technical medical training and several added 
years in supervised responsibility before 
he is permitted the free practice of medi- 
cine, and, at most, his research and knowl- 
edge are restricted to the human body. 
Over against this, the minister’s field of 
research is the revelation which God has 
made of himself, the whole creation as a 
work of God, and the spiritual needs of 
fallen humanity. If the medical doctor, 
as required by the state, must devote 
many years of study to the end that he 
may function in his restricted sphere, a 
lifetime is far too brief for the preparation 
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of a minister. Only highly trained medi- 
cal doctors are allowed by the state to pre- 
scribe for sick bodies, but any individual, 
wise or otherwise, is free to prescribe’ 
for sick souls. Naturally, the state can- 
not and should not attempt to govern the 
preparation and activities of preachers, 
This responsibility rests with the Church; 
but, to a large extent, the Church is under 
the control of her ministers, and at best 
is, as to the great majority of her mem- 
bers, incapable of discerning the issues in- 
volved in ministerial education. 

Basing their judgment upon the obvious 
results of some courses of theological study 
in which the whole field of truth is not 
included and from which the Biblical teach- 
ings relative to the spiritual life and power 
are omitted, some are contending that ex- 
tended theological education hinders a nor- 
mal experience of devotion to God and a 
normal conception of the needs of a lost 
world. The apostle Paul is himself the 
age-long answer to this contention. His 
education was pre-eminent, and yet: his © 
passion of soul has hardly been equaled. 
He it was who urged his young student 
Timothy, to “study,” which instruction was 
applicable to Timothy to the day of Timo- 
thy’s death. A_ theological graduate of 
recent years has written me of his plan 
of study for each week—four hours on 
Tuesday in Hebrew, four hours on Wed- 
nesday in Greek, four hours on Thursday 
in Systematic Theology, and four hours 
on Friday in the English Bible. Because 
of the fact that these lines of study con- 
verge on the Bible itself, such a plan, if 
continued, will result in a rich ministry 
now, and cause him in his mature years 
to become a teacher of teachers. Is not 
that objective abundantly worth while? 

Datias, TEx. 








Making Pastoral Visitation Effective 


An experienced pastor answers such questions as: What shall th 
ai tna haar 


By John W. Bradbury, D.D. 











MINISTER once said in my pres- 

ence: “I am. through knocking on 

doors and ringing door bells. I am 
going to establish office hours and make 
the people come to me.” Later on when 
I heard him preach it seemed to me that 
he was not only de-spiritualized, he was 
also de-humanized. He preached like one 
who was out of touch with both God and 
man. It appeared to me that he had paid 
too great a price in giving up pastoral 
calling. 

A great many ministers feel that pas- 
toral visitation is of doubtful value. It 
demands such an investmert of time and 
energy that it borders on being the great- 
est drain on a man’s resources. It is vastly 
more exhausting than either preaching or 
studying. A great deal of this use of time 
and strength seems to be nearly futile. 
The obstacles are so numerous that it often 
is a constant conflict with circumstances. 
A pastor has to fight the feeling that it is 
a vain use of vitality. 

Most firmly do I believe in pastoral 
calling. In my various pastorates I have 





made thousands of calls. True it is that 
a great number seemed ineffectual, but 
in retrospect I estimate that some of the 
best work I have ever been able to do, 
under God, has been done in the homes of 
my people. For many years I preached 
three sermons on Sunday, but at the same 
time I carried a multiplicity of sermons 
into homes during the week. Some min- 
isters keep an account of the number of 
sermons they preach, and I have done it, 
too, but I never thought of counting those 
sermons preached to one, two, three, and 
sometimes more in homes. If I were to 
add these they would count up to thou- 
sands. . 

If a pastor’s business is to educate his 
people in the Word of God and the Spirit 
of Christ then he must plan to reach his 
people with big-gun sermons on the Lord’s 
Day and pepper his people with buck- 
shot truth during the week. You are 
certain to get something done, for what 
may shoot over the heads of your hearers 
on Sunday may be reduced to finer appli- 
cation, of a personal nature, during the 
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week, Nothing ever pleases me _ better 
than for a church member to say on Tues- 
day: “Pastor, last Sunday morning you 
said something that simply went by me 
and I wanted to get it. Just what did 
you mean?” I even trained my people to 
write down the questions they wanted to 
ask me and present them to me when I 
called, 

What is the right idea of a pastoral 
visit? Is it to go wandering around timidly 
in uncertain circles, almost wishing that 
the people would not be home when you 
got there, so that you may drop a card 
in their mail box to show them your in- 
tention at least? Is it to be driven by a 
sense of duty to do something that every 
nerve within you seems to resent? Is it 
to drop in on people and talk about the 
weather, sick relatives, gossip, or hold the 
baby while the housewife runs out to the 
store? God forbid! It is rather to go to 
the homes of your parishioners with the 
sense of a divine mission, The minister 
is a man of God, and it is to bring the 
blessing of God’s grace into the home 
that he is there. 

Fussy Babies and Noisy Radios 

Of course there are difficulties. The baby 
may have been as good as gold all day, 
but it becomes a bundle of mischief as 
soon as the minister begins to talk about 
the wisdom and goodness of God. Then 
a great many people are foolish in the 
use of their radios. They will let them 
blare out some airy nonsense even after 
your pastoral ministry has begun. A large 
number of Christian people have not the 
faintest idea how to treat a minister when 
he caiis. 

We are not to blame them, however, 
but to teach them. I have’ frequently 
taken time on Sunday morning or a Wed- 
nesday night to instruct the people in a 
proper understanding of what is the right 
use of the minister’s time when he calls. 
I always instructed them that my calling 
was not social but spiritual. If they would 
not help me to be spiritual when I called, 
the visit would be empty of value. Most 
Christian people are willing to be trained. 
Let them know what type of minis- 
ter you are and what you expect to do 
when you drop into the homes of your 
members. 

What are ministers supposed to do when 
they call? Ceriainly not to act like a 
religious fanatic. There are normal ap- 
proaches to the object of the visit. All 
the technique of the minister’s ingenuity 
must be made to work sometimes to get 
to that object. There must be no strain, 
no unrealistic situations, no false piety. 
The minister must act like a Christian 
genius who knows how to take piety out 
of the pulpit and make it a beautiful, prac- 
tical, livable thing in the homes of the 
people. There should be no unnatural note 
in his voice as he talks about the Lord, 
no distant airiness, but a close-up fellow- 
ship with Jesus Christ that makes talk 
about fim so easy and sweetly reasonable. 

Should a minister in visiting read the 
Bible and pray? I do not believe that 
anyone can tell what a minister should 
always do. Yet in many cases it is a choice 
opportunity to expound a small portion of 
the Word of God. .It is always easy to 
pray after that. Whenever these can be 
done they should not be skipped. How 
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many times have I found that some exposi- 
tion of a portion of the Word given to 
the wife and mother in the afternoon has 
been relayed to father and children in the 
evening. Frequently the exposition im- 
proved in the retelling. The echoes of 
these visits sounded sweet on the Lord’s 
Day in the church. It is true that we 
have to talk about everything from baby’s 
milk to hair restorer, from tropical fish to 
old age golf, from crime to cattle breed- 
ing, and from kidnapers to angels. Cer- 
tainly pastoral calling improves a man’s 
versatility. I shall never be able to repay 
my parishioners for the multitude of things 
they have taught me. But no matter how 
strange the subject of conversation, I con- 
stantly planned the tactics of the visit 
until, no matter by what road I had to 
travel, the visit would end in a blessing 
from God. Your visit must certainly be 
a success if those on whom you have 
called follow your shadow with a rever- 
ent look on the face, as you walk away 
in the afternoon sun. 

Let us look a little closer at the uses 
of pastoral visitation. Apart from it be- 
ing an occasion to impart truth, it is a 
wholesome activity in- the development of 
fellowship between pastor and people. A 
preacher seen once a week, and then in 
the exalted: pulpit, appears to be some one 
aloof. The Lord Jesus got close to the 
throng — they touched him, crowded around 
him, they knew him as a human being 
like themselves. If the Chief Shepherd 
could mingle with common people so in- 
timately, should not the under-shepherds 
do likewise? 

Not only is this a great value but a 
home-visiting ,pastor generally makes a 
church-going people. Mutual appreciation 
of the pastor’s interest in the week will 
bring the family out on Sunday. I have 
frequently found that a pastoral call on 
an indifferent household would recall the 
members thereof to their church obliga- 
tions. It is not that the pastor is a sort 
of truant officer. The level of interest is 
higher than that. We watch for their 
souls as those that must give account to 
God. We want to be able to do it with 
joy and not with grief. The true shep- 
herd aches over wandering sheep. He can- 
not rest until his heart is satisfied. I re- 
member once being so grieved over a 
young man I had lost that I had to go 
out in the cold night to hunt for him. 
I could not get to sleep until I had found 
him again. I had to find him in order 
to get to sleep. 


Finding Thoughts for Better Sermons 


Further, pastoral visitation: reveals to 
us what is the true state of our people. 
This cannot be found out in church. In 
their homes church members become more 
personal and intimate. The problems we 
are asked to advise upon or solve quicken 
the intellect and make sermon preparation 
a healthy and practical labor, The wells 
of thought will never run dry for the 
man who faithfully ministers to his people 
in their homes. Imagine what this will 
do for the pastor’s spiritual life. The 
blade of his sword is bound to be burn- 
ished and clean; the joints of his armor 
are sure to be well buckled; his campaign- 
ing fortitude will not lose its vigor. 

Think also what such a ministry will 
do for the church. Christian goodness is 
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contagious. Church members learn from 
what a minister does as well as from what 
he teaches. Pastoral devotion will en- 
courage unity, harmony, generosity, and 
mutual service among church members. If 
a minister will spend himself for his peo- 
ple they will often be willing to spend 
themselves to follow him in good works 
for the flock of God. 


Visiting All Members within 90 Days 


I come now to a few suggestions regard- 
ing the technique of pastoral visitation. 
On entering a new pastorate it has been 
my custom to visit all the members within 
the first ninety days. Never has this been 
easy because each church I have taken 
has had a faulty membership roll. This 
caused me to become a hunter of souls 
at the very start. Usually the neighbor- 
hood was strange, but I kept at it just 
the same, getting some one who knew the 
streets to take me around the parish. For 
a new pastor to delay calling on church 
members vefy long is to lose the advan- 
tage of a good start. The neglected ones. 
will later on present a problem in many 
cases. They may get the idea that the 
new pastor is not warm-hearted or inter- 
ested. An early call also lines up all ele- 
ments of the church behind the new 
leader. He gains the advantage of be- 
coming familiar with the personnel of the 
church body. Providing the membership 
is not too unwieldy, this early pastoral 
coverage brings about not only a vital 
personal contact but also a corrected list 
of the real membership of the church. 

Once the list of members is corrected, 
there can be arranged a systematic method 
of calling, into the understanding of which 
the membership can be trained. Announce- 
ment of the calling in a given area will 
put all the members on the alert during 
the days set apart for it. Then train the 
membership on the nature of a pastoral 
call. Tell them what you are coming for. 
In the nature of the case you cannot make 
the call a long one. The minister must 
not be in a hurry, and at the same time 
he must not act as though he had come to 
take up lodgings. 

What attitude should ministers have in 
homes where sickness is and where even 
death may be coming? Such cases take 
precedence above all others. The call of 
trouble is the first appeal to the pastor 
heart. Here again the spiritual value of 
the minister’s faith and life in Christ will 
be severely put to the test. Some sick peo- 
ple actually dread the coming of some 
pastors. This ought not to be. The hour 
of grief and pain should be the time when 
the pastor is most welcome. . Only the 
Lord can make a man fit for such a crisis 
as that. If the minister’s spiritual life 
is at fault he will fumble his opportunity 
to help souls in dire trouble. 

I am fully aware of the problem of pas- 
toral calling in metropolitan areas. I know 
what it is to climb stairs until my head 
is dizzy and then find no one home. I am 
not sorry that I tried. Though I failed 
in one way, the pastoral purpose within 
me developed ingenuity to try other 
methods. Yet we must know that less 
than ten per cent of our ministers live in 
metropolitan centers. Of the more than 
one hundred and fifty thousand Protestant, 
ministers in the United States fully one! 
hundred and forty thousand of them min- 
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ister where they can do pastoral visiting 
with effectiveness. America is still a land 
of homes. How beautiful are the feet of 
him that bringeth glad tidings of God’s 
grace into these homes! If we could have 
a revival of earnest, devoted, wise, and 
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spiritual pastoral visitation we would see 
the people of our American homes turning 
to the churches. Indifference fades out 
of Christian relationships when a pastor 
is watching for souls. 

New York City. 














How the Revival Came to Wheaton College 


The chapel service that could not be closed, and the waves of 
blessing that spread out from it 


By Peter Stam, Jr. Depennee of Moe Wheaton 














CHAPEL service with a thousand 
A happy, yet spiritually hungry stu- 

dents—the President and other 
College leaders away, and the special 
speaker ill—but there had been much 
prayer and the Lord was working. The 
result —an all-day (twelve-hour) meeting 
—classes dismissed —lunches forgotten — 
a day of prayer, praise, confession, re- 
newed consecration, and the salvation of 
souls. 

It is said that some students had “cut” 
chapel that morning and were waiting in 
the main building for classes to reassem- 
ble after chapel. The place was strangely 
quiet — not a soul about—and when no 
one appeared after an hour or so,° con- 
science was stirred and the thought came 
to some, Might this be the Rapture? Had 
the Lord come and left these students 
behind? But the Lord had indeed come 
to Wheaton College, though in a different 
way from what these students had in mind. 

The events of that memorable day 
(Thursday, February 6) were such a re- 
buke to our weak faith that it is difficult 
to preserve the sequence and tell an or- 
derly story, but let me go back a little. 

When the Lord led me to Wheaton two 
years ago, I felt keenly the loss of the 
precious intimate fellowship with mem- 
bers of Tue SunpAy ScHoot Times staff, 
the Philadelphia Fundamentalists, and 
other dear friends in the East. But the 
Lord has cast our lot in pleasant places. 
I know of few places that might so aptly 
be called a little bit of Heaven as Wheaton 
College —a truly Christian college where 
students are given a thorough education 
combining the highest standards of scholar- 
ship with a real grounding and upbuilding 
in their Christian faith and life, “for Christ 
and his ‘Kingdom.” 

The men students are real men— its 
athletes stand up well against those of any 
other college; and its women are women 
of charm and culture. Withal, there is a 
prevailing attitude of cheerfulness —a radi- 
ating of happiness and joy that is evident 
in the faces of so many of its young peo- 
ple. Truly it is a blessed privilege to 
take part in a ministry among such stu- 
dents. 

But that does not mean that Wheaton 
is Utopia— Satan is at work here as he 
is wherever Christians are living whole- 
heartedly for the Lord. There were (and 
still are) unsaved students here; we Chris- 
tians, too, have often lost our vision and 
- have not lived our testimony, and while 
we were thankful for the mercy-drops, 
we pleaded for the showers of blessing. 

The first full week of each semester at 


Wheaton is always devoted to special 
evangelistic services. Dr. H. A. Ironside, 
Dr, Will Houghton, Dr. William Wrighton, 
and other men of God had blessedly min- 
istered to us in the past, and this time 
we were looking forward to a wonderful 
time with Dr. Robert McQuilkin, beloved 
Sunpay ScHoot TiMEs lesson writer, Dr. 
Howard Kelly, Homer Hammontree, and 
his pianist, “Bill” Thomas. Humanly 
speaking, things looked a bit confused and 
too “chopped up” for most effective work 
— President: Buswell had to be absent at 
the opening meetings owing to services 
he was conducting elsewhere, Dr. Kelly 
was here only from Sunday to Tuesday, 
brothers Homer and Bill had to leave for 
other engagements Thursday night, — and, 
of all weeks, several sessions of Dr. Bus- 
well’s trial, because of his membership on 
the Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions, had been set for that 
week. But Dr. McQuilkin had been here 
before and had been used of the Lord in 
a very special way, so we were looking 
largely to him to “carry on.” 

But on Tuesday Dr. McQuilkin had to 
drop out because of tonsilitis, and we 
had to do with a succession of “pinch- 
hitters’ —though no doubt a _ divinely 
ordained succession! —Dr. Walter Wil- 
son of Kansas City, the Rev.- Harold 
Laird of Wilmington, Del., and the Rev. 
Merril MacPherson, President of the Phila- 
delphia Fundamentalists, who came from 
the Founder’s Week meetings at the 
Moody Bible Institute to help us out. It 
will be seen, however, that what happened 
was not because of any speaker but en- 
tirely a work of the Spirit, with the mes- 
sages of these servants of God fitting in 
just according to our needs. 

Thursday was especially “bad” — Dr. 
McQuilkin still ill, Dr, Buswell being tried 
in Chicago, Vice-President Kirk in the 
far West, Vice-President Dyrness and 
other executives also necessarily absent, 
only Dean Emerson in charge—and he 
was taken ill that evening! 

At the conclusion of an unexpected mes- 
sage by Dr. Wilson at the morning chapel 
service, Mr. Hammontree read an unsigned 
note, that had been sent to him. “I am a 
Christian student and J love the Lord, but 
I’m not satisfied and I want to know how 
to have a revival in my own heart,” the 
note read. Mr. Hammontree spoke a few 
words and there was to be a closing prayer, 
when suddenly a Senior, one of the real 
spiritual leaders on the campus, arose, said 
that he had written that note, and wanted 
first to confess his own sin, that he had 
not let the Lord have full sway in his 
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own life, and had not had the overpower- 
ing love and devotion for unsaved souls 
that he should have had. Others arose — 
mostly Christian leaders—and made con- 
fession of sin as they, too, were convicted 
of the Spirit—sins of unlove, careless 
breaking of College rules, harsh criticism, 
even dishonesty, and other things that ter- 
ribly marred the testimony of some. 


After many had spoken, a student called 
from the gallery, “Let’s kneel in prayer,” 
and that whole company of a thousand 
students and faculty knelt as one man and 
had a further time of blessing and search- 
ing. The room was filled with the Spirit’s 
evident presence. As one student expressed 
it, “How long we knelt before the throne 
of grace, I do not know, but I am sure 
that all the saved ones were receiving a 
new vision of God, while the Holy Spirit 
worked in the hearts of the unsaved’; and 
another, “I thank God that he had control 
of that meeting and allowed it to continue 
all day. From ten o’clock to five o’clock 
was just like a few minutes with our Lord; 
we forgot all about our surroundings and 
that time was passing.” 


There followed a further period of con- 
fession and testimony and then brother 
Hammontree gave the invitation to those 
who had not yet accepted the Lord as their 
Saviour, and a score and more came for- 
ward. 

The service had continued long over- 
time, and naturally it seemed that the ordi- 
nary work of the day should be resumed, 
so the Dean gave directions that after Mr. 
Hammontree had closed with prayer, chapel 
should be dismissed and the students were 
to go back to their classes. Then another 
strange thing happened—at the close of 
the prayer not a person stirred — neither 
among the faculty on the platform nor 
among the students—the Spirit seemed 
to be holding them all. Those who had 
come forward at the invitation quietly 
found seats and the meeting continued. 
And so it went all day long, some going 
quietly, others returning, a large number 
being present at all times until the eve- 
ning mecting, — followed by an after-meet- 
ing! The Dean and Mr. Hammontree 
were relieved by members of the faculty, 
or again a student would have charge. 
Especially touching were some of the testi- 
monies in the afternoon as students came 
back and spoke of individual confessions 
they had made and wrongs they had al- 
ready gone out to make right. 

Of course the good news spread. Stu- 
dents hastily mimeographed an invitation 
to the townspeople and invited them to 
come and join in the promised blessing in 
the evening meeting; the news went out 
over the air and stirred the multitude as- 
sembled in the great Founder’s Week Con- 
ference at the Moody Bible Institute. 

Later, still wider blessings became evi- 
dent. The two campus churches swiftly 
felt the impress of the revival as older 
folks got the vision, confessed their own 
failure, and prayed for an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. A revival started in the 
State Training School for Girls in Geneva 
where Wheaton students had been labor- 
ing. Many students wrote home to their 
unsaved friends and to their pastors, pray- 
ing for like blessings in their own churches. 
In the United Evangelical Church of Chi- 
cago, whose pastor was the father of a 
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Wheaton student and where; there had been 
much prayer for revival, the Lof@@Nfe 


in Wheaton were discussed at the-Susday, 


morning meeting, the congregation was in 
tears, and prayer was made for the out- 
pouring of the Spirit; and after the pastor 
had spoken only a sentence or so of his 
morning sermon, some one arose and asked, 
“Why can’t we have a revival like that? 
—I’m willing.’ The pastor did not get 
to his sermon at all that morning, for all 
over the church people came forward to 
meet at the altar, confessing their sins 
and omissions, and offering their lives in 
joy to the Lord. And in Philadelphia, 
where the twenty-four Wheaton students 
at Westminster Seminary had been in 
united prayer for the meetings, they re- 
ceived the news with joy and experienced 
like blessings in their evangelistic work. 


The Class That Didn’t “Cut” 


Friday in Wheaton found a strangely 
subdued chapel service. A quiet happiness 
and peace pervaded the atmosphere, there 
was another blessed message, and many 
more testimonies; the service was again 
lengthened but gradually classes were re- 
sumed. A prayer room was set aside for 
all day use and was used by many in 
continued intercession. Some hard hearts 
were broken—an outstanding athlete 
whole-heartedly gave his life to the Lord; 
and a young man who confessed that he 
had been in all kinds of gross sin and had 
been practically an atheist found joy and 
peace, 

Strange happenings continued on the 
campus. In one early morning class a 
teacher for some unknown reason failed to 
appear, It is a campus custom that if the 
teacher does not arrive within ten minutes 
after the beginning of a class, the class 
may walk out at that time and consider 
itself excused! In this case some one 
suggested a class prayer and praise serv- 
ice, and one member of the group was 
saved. 

In a rhetoric class the teacher asked the 
students to write a theme on the revival, 
and many of the themes sounded more like 
testimonies, headed by titles such as “Praise 
the Lord!” “God in Our Midst,” “Christ 
Living in Me,” “Answers to Prayer,” and 
“Convicted.” 

The faculty prayer meeting was a blessed 
time of confession, and there was unusual 
evidence of real unity and fellowship among 
the instructional and administrative staff. 
And from the various houses and dormi- 
tories came reports of many prayer meet- 
ings, and personal dealings with those who 
had not yet found the Lord. 

The manager of the dining room reported 
striking experiences. On Thursday, the 
various students who worked in the dining 
halls and kitchens quietly left the meeting 
and reported for work at their appointed 
times. Food was prepared and everything 
made ready for the regular noonday meals, 
but no customers appeared. So the work- 
ers asked permission to go back to the 
meeting, and returned for work at later 
intervals. With so many students to serve, 
the “rush” is usually under way shortly 
after eleven-thirty in the morning and con- 
tinues until a little after one o’clock. This 
time hardly a half dozen persons were 
served up to one o'clock, and from then 
on meals were served for two or three 
hours. The significant thing about this 
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was ,that .where, ordinarily such an event 
anit have wrought havoc and confusion 
Cwith schedules; this day each worker came 


in quietly, did what could be done, and ~ 


returned; only a sweet peace and quiet 
were manifest. Then, too, confessions 
started coming in—some of the finest 
workers came to say that they had taken 
food which did not belong to them, others 
that they had put more time on their time 
slips than they had actually worked, and 
still others that their attitude had been 
wrong in some respect. In every case 
where there was restitution to be made, 
the students were thoughtful in suggesting 
how they could make it right with the 
school; many of them had no cash, but 
endeavored by additional work or in other 
ways to make amends. 

The Deans, too, had blessed experiences 
with many students, and there was espe- 
cially noted a keener sensitivity to “little” 
sins, minor infractions of rules, and so on 
—the Spirit was laying bare to them sins 
and shortcomings they had not faced be- 
fore. There were other confessions to 
faculty members, to fellow students, a 
greater earnestness in prayer, and a more 
eager searching for the truth. A science 
teacher, for example, reports that “the 
spirit of the class is much better — more 
keenly alive to the Biblical side of what 
they study in secular subjects, and a clearer 
perception of the falsity of much of the 
so-called learning. They find it easier to 
distinguish between science and pseudo- 
science.” A history teacher states: “Since 
the breaking out of the revival, I have 
had more interviews with students in re- 
gard to their souls’ salvation than in all 
the eight years previously. . . . Most of 
them have been sought by the students.” 

You may imagine the emotions of the 
man laid aside on that bed of illness in 
the Infirmary while all this was going on. 
How earnestly he was pleading before 
the Throne of Grace, and how wonder- 
fully were his prayers answered! “The 
thing that especially impressed me,” said 
Dr. McQuilkin afterward, “was that as 
I got the story, part from one and part 
from another, there was evidence of a 
real work of grace in the heart of all 
who spoke to me, shown in the very way 
they told about it.” 


The Marks of True Revival 

What a blessing we have had here at 
Wheaton! Can you not have it, too, in 
your own circle? Surely this is possible 
if we will follow our Lord’s conditions. 

Dr. McQuilkin recovered sufficiently to 
deliver the closing messages on the Lord’s 
Day, and at that time mentioned some of 
the characteristics of this revival, — which 
may well be called conditions of revival 
anywhere: 

First, it was a work of sovereign grace; 
the Spirit had laid aside those we had 
counted on, and had raised up others. 

Prayer was behind it — believing prayer, 
united prayer. Groups of students had 
prayed earnestly for weeks before the meet- 
ings, asking the Lord for this revival and 
that he begin it in them. There was a 
prepared soil here, 

The Word of God was an important 
factor. Keeping close to it, we may know 
God’s will; forgetting it, we are likely 
to go off on unwholesome tangents. 

Joy was a characteristic, and naturally 
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so. How happy was Pilgrim when his 
burden: rolled away! 

Conviction of sin, which should perhaps 
have been mentioned first —it was a defi- 
nite work of the Spirit in separating the 
saint and saving the sinner. “If my peo- 
ple, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land” 
(2 Chron. 7: 14). 

Conversion of sinners—About twenty- 
five took Christ on that Thursday, and a 
dozen later on. 

And the revival will spread — witness 
the testimonies to others, the canvass of 
the town, the letters that have been writ- 
ten to loved ones far and near, —the good 
news must be told. 


Is Everything All Right at Wheaton? 


The closing service on Sunday night, 
when hundreds of young people stood in 
token of their full surrender to and faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, was a fitting 
climax to that wonderful week, 

So everything is all right now at 
Wheaton, you ask, perhaps a little quiz- 
zically? Decidedly not—for the Devil 
attended the revival, too, and he’s right 
on the job stirring up trouble. Pray for 
us that we may keep our eyes on the Mas- 
ter, so that he may work his full way in 
us, that his name may be glorified, and 
Satan’s designs defeated. 

I close with a typical testimony — that 
of a young freshman girl from Chicago: 

“Years ago I accepted Jesus as my per- 
sonal Saviour. Ever since, I have been 
perfectly sure that Jesus would some day 
call me to live with him in Heaven. But 
others have not seen Jesus in me. As I 
sat in the midst of sinful, hungry souls, 
God spoke to me. ‘Who killed Jesus?’. I, 
selfish I, crucified him, the Son of God. 
Yes, it was I who scoffed and scorned 
him by my actions, pressed that crown of 
thorns deeper into his head. . . . Tonight 
I have offered my body a living sacrifice 
unto Christ. It is all I have to give; it 
belongs to him. Oh, that I may be a 
vessel, filled with his love, ready to do 
his will! . . . Walking home I have seen 
things in a new light. ‘The heavens ‘de- 
clare the glory of God, and the firmament 
showeth his handiwork.’ All is quiet, 
peaceful. Yet, what is man, that God is 
mindful of him? With Jesus in my heart 
I forget all about the cold atmosphere 
around me. [It was sub-zero weather all 
through the meetings.] Singing praises to 
God for such a wonderful Saviour I thank 
hira for showing me how Christ can live 
in me.” 

Heaven above is softer blue, 

Earth around is sweeter green, 
Something lives in ev'ry hue, 

Christless eyes have never seen: 
Birds with gladder songs o’erflow, 

Flowers with deeper beauties shine, 
Since I know, as now I know, 

I am His, and He is mine. 

Weeatron, ILL. 
we 


Just as an airplane runs along the ground 
before it catches the wind and mounts into 
the air, so meditating upon a passage of 
Scripture helps one to get into the prayer 
currents, and be lifted up to God in com- 
munion.—Robert P. Wilder. 
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Today's World News and Bible Prophecy 


New forms of lawlessness, persecution of the Jews, 
and a Satanic counterfeit 


By D. M. Panton, Editor of The Dawn. 














Lawlessness 


HE “mystery” of lawlessness, which, 
in the Day of Terror, is to be an 
open outburst of anarchy (2 Thess. 
2:7), is casting out “feelers” almost un- 
‘ believable. “No judiciary in the world,” 
says the Manchester Guardian (weekly ed., 
‘Aug. 23, 1935), “had a higher reputation 
the German. There are now no longer 
to be any objective standards of justice in 
Germany. The law is to be administered 
not according to standards that originated 
with Western civilization and were per- 
fected by successive generations of jurists 
and are accepted with but small variations 
throughout the civilized world. The law 
in Germany is to be administered subjec- 
tively. A prisoner will be found guilty 
not merely if he offend against existing 
laws (many of which will be the arbitrary 
creation of those who happen to be in 
power), but even if his actions are judged 
(according to arbitrary standards) incom- 
patible with the spirit of the Third Realm, 
with the National Socialist idea and outlook, 
quite irrespective of any laws that may be 
on the statute books. The prisoner will 
be punished merely if he resist ‘the will 
of the leaders of the people,’ a will that 
may change incalculably from day to day. 
The ‘totalitarian’ State is going through a 
_process of self-deification. It recognizes 
no standards, whether ethical, religious, or 
scientific, save those it has itself created. 
It is Moloch, Leviathan, and divine Cesar 
all in one.” 


se 


Sex Lawlessness 


ARE are the protests’ now — outside 
(in justice be it said) the Roman 
Catholic Church — against the sexual law- 
lessness that seems to know no limits. 
Professor J. Graham Kerr, F.R.S., an ex- 
Member of Parliament for the Scottish 
Universities, is a welcome exception. Ad- 
dressing the University of Manchester on 
biology, he said that one “of the most 
dangerous aspects of this subject was that 
relating to sex. Modesty and reticence in 
regard to matters of sex were today apt 
to be scoffed at as mere Victorian prudery. 
They were something far more; they were 
an integral factor in sex itself and fashion, 
when it led away from them, led on the 
way to race suicide. One of the strident 
calls of the day was for sex education in 
schools. Apart from undesirable possibil- 
ities to which this opened the way the idea 
was itself in his opinion thoroughly un- 
sound. During the years immediately suc- 
ceeding puberty the aim of education should 
be to do nothing to accentuate the natural 
interest in sex, but on the contrary to take 
the greatest pains to keep the mind occupied 
with other interests so as to allow of sex 
development proceeding in its normal, regu- 
lar fashion. In the evil work a conspicu- 
ous part was played by’ the literature of 
birth control. Books on this subject had 


an immense sale, and it did not seem to 
be generally realized that through them 
there was being disseminated throughout 
modern civilized ccinmunities a deadly poi- 
son, the effects of which must necessarily 
tend toward the extinction of some of the 
great races of the world, races which had 
played a pre-eminent part in the develop- 
ment of modern civilization.” 


ye 
The Ghetto 


HE Fortnightly Review (Nov., 1935) 

sums up the situation two decades later. 
“The Ghetto is being enforced in Germany 
with a ferocity and a fanaticism which per- 
haps has no precedent. German Jewry, un- 
til a few years ago, was the most vital 
section of the most advanced nation in 
the world: it is no exaggeration indeed to 
say that it was, perhaps, the most highly 
civilized fraction of the human race. It 
has been thrown down from this pedestal 
almost at a blow, and driven back into 
the condition from which it emerged so 
painfully —and with such dazzling results 
—jin the first half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury.” 

ve 


The Jew 


PrAcTS have again painfully analyzed 
the integrity of nations. The High 
Command of the German and Austrian 
Armies issued, in September, 1914, a proc- 
lamation in Yiddish to the Jews of Poland. 
It said, in Professor H. L. Strack’s 
Jiidisch-deutsche Texte, published at Leip- 
zig in 1917: “Do not be deceived, as you 
were in the past, by flattering promises. 
Did not the Czar issue an Imperial mani- 
festo in 1905 promising equal rights to 
the Jews? But what became of. the obliga- 
tions which Russia then undertook toward 
you before the whole world? Remember 
the frequent expulsions of Jewish popula- 
tions from their ancient homes; remem- 
ber Kishinevy, Homel, Bialistok, Siedliez, 
and many other sanguinary pogroms. Re- 
member the Beiliss case and the assiduity 
with which the barbaric government spread 
the abominable lie concerning the ritual 
use of blood by the Jews. Your sacred 
duty is to assist the work of liberation with 
all your powers. Prepare the way for 
victory over the enemy and for the triumph 
of freedom and justice.” 


Turkey 

NE more land has no use for God. 

Sir Evelyn Wrench, after a tour in 
the Near East, asks (Spectator, Nov. 22, 
1935): “Have you ever been in a country 
that seeks to do without God? It is a 
painful experience. No amount of reading 
about modern..Turkey had prepared me for 
the metamorphosis that has taken place. 
Formerly a dynamic center of the Faith 
of Islam, modern Turkey has today no 


time for religion. The State no longer 
champions the claims of Islam; proselytiz- 
ing by the faithful, or for a matter of that 
by the Christian, is no longer tolerated. 
Our guide laughingly remarked, ‘Istanbul 
is said to have five hundred mosques’ (an 
exaggeration I believe) ‘and I doubt if 
you will find five hundred worshipers.’ I 
asked the director of one of the largest 
educational institutions in Turkey whether 
it was true that no religious instruction 
could be given in the schools. She replied 
in the affirmative and said that no religion 
whatever was permitted to be taught, not 
even the life of Christ in the history class.” 


we 
Cc terfeit Adventism 


ATAN’S study of prophecy he is now 

using for the most daring counterfeits. 
In Northern Rhodesia the Watch Tower 
Movement, as it is called, grows rapidly. 
A Government Commission, under the 
chairmanship of Sir Alison Russell, K.C., 
reports (Manchester Guardian, weekly ed., 
Nov. 22, 1935) that its teaching is based 
on the Second Coming of Christ, and that 
its “attacks in the name of Christ on the 
Christian labors of missionaries are very 
offensive, and the attacks made against 
all forms of government are expressed in 
inflammatory and bloodthirsty pictures.” 
An adherent of the sect stated before the 
Commission: “We are very, very dan- 
gerous; other forms of Christianity are 
Satan’s organizations; the British Govern- 
ment is the chief of the general beast of the 
whole of the earthly organization of Satan; 
and the Devil is the father of the League 
of Nations and the British Empire its 
mother.” The Commission adds that the 
movement has developed obscene practices 
such as a community of wives, and is caus- 
ing the gravest concern to the native 
authorities. It looks like a studied plot in 
the unseen to rouse exasperation against 
the Second Coming. 


$e 
Missionary Finance 


b bewe missionary figures of British So- 
cieties for 1934-35 bear mingled lights 
and shadows. The Church of England re- 
ports a 9 per cent increase, or £72,608 
($363,490) on a total income of £975,757 
($4,878,785). This increase, however, 
meets only a portion of the accumulated 
deficits; and “the churches oversea,” says 
the report, “must therefore continue under 
a régime of severe retrenchment.” The 
London Missionary Society (Congrega- 
tional) reports an increase of £6,000 ($30,- 
000); the Baptist Society, £5,000 ($25,- 
000); and the Methodist Missionary 
Society, a drop of £50,000 ($250,000). The 
China Inland Mission, while its income fell 
by £1,500 ($7,500), was actually made bet- 
ter off by the fluctuations of foreign ex- 
changes. The Moravian Missions showed 
an increase of £900 ($4,500). 
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“The City of Bibles” 


What a large men's Bible class has done for a New England town 

















ROM January to March last year the 
Men’s Bible Class of Quincy, Mass., 
carried through a city-wide Bible 

distribution visitation. Every home in 
Quincy was visited, and a Bible presented 
wherever there was none, one was desired, 
and assurance was given that it would be 
read, 


As a result there are more Bibles in the 


homes of Quincy today than ever before; 


and because of this city-wide visitation, one 
Boston newspaper called Quincy “The City 
of Bibles.” That visitation was a most dis- 
tinctive and worthy piece of work, and 
attracted nation-wide attention, 


16,754 homes visited. 

21 days were necessary to complete the job. 

142 men gave of their time without mone- 
tary compensation of any kind. 


2,106 Bibles (Protestant, Roman Catholic, 
and Jewish) were presented without cost 
or obligation to those receiving them, and 
irrespective of creed, nationality or at- 
tendance at the Bible Class. The Bibles 
presented were gifts of the Class. 


$903.38 was the out-of-pocket cost of the 
Bibles and necessary printing. 


In addition, during the past year, the 
Bible Class distributed also, without cost 
or obligation to those receiving them, 2,000 
pocket-size copies of the Gospel of John; 
3,000 copies of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
of Acts (750 copies of each). 

Why does the Bible Class do these 
things? For one reason only —to carry 
out its purpose in life, which is to teach 
the Bible because it is the infallible Word 
of God. Since the Class is endeavoring 
to put the Bible into the hearts of the men 
of this community, why should it not put 
it into their hands so that they can read 
it for themselves? * 

The Men’s Bible Class of Quincy was 
organized March 20, 1927. It now is in 
its ninth year; and because of God’s bless- 
ing has had remarkable success. The 
teacher is J. Paul Foster. 

“The Bible Class,” as it is familiarly 
known, is a ‘unique institution. It began 
with twenty-three men. Today, it is a 
great community Bible class, the largest 
of its kind in New England; attracts men 
of all faiths, creeds, and ages; has an aver- 
age attendance of over four hundred men 
at its Sunday morning sessions; and meets 
in a theater from 9 A, M. to 10.30 to secure 
ample accommodations and to avoid inter- 
ference with the worship services of the 
churches, 

The Class was built with the prayers and 
the enthusiastic personal work of many 
men. It continues to grow by these same 
realities. 

What draws these hundreds of men to- 
gether each week? There is but one com- 
pelling force, which is the assurance that 
the single purpose of the Class is to teach 
and distribute the Bible because it is the 
infallible Word of God, and that the hour 
will be spent each Sunday morning honestly 
searching out. the teachings of that great 


Book without denominational appeal. Such 
Bible study attracts men. 

On the reverse side of an invitation leaf- 
let used by the Class is the following strong 


appeal : 


A. Once you realize the seriousness and 
degradation of your sins, the power they 
have over you, your hopeless and helpless 
condition because of your sins, and the 
eternity of the hell which awaits you if you 
die in your present sinful state; 


B. And with genuine repentance you ac- 
cept the blood atonement of Jesus Christ 
as your only hope; and take him definitely, 
without reservation, and permanently | as 
your Saviour, Lord, and Substitute who 
suffered in your stead for your sins; 


C. Then a threefold miracle takes place 
within you: 


1, You are cleansed of all your sins; 
freed from their power over you; and 
clothed in the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ. 


2. Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost 
live in you — actually and literally. What 
power and assurance you have with the 
living Christ and the Holy Ghost dwell- 
ing within you! 

3. You are regenerated. You have 
been baptized by the Holy Ghost. Actu- 
ally you have become a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. Literally you have been 
“born again,” this time into Christ’s 
Kingdom. 

D. As the result of this threefold mir- 
acle: 


1. You have become a true Christian, 
citizen of his Kingdom, saint, child of 
God, and member of his true Church. 

2. You are saved — definitely, literally, 
and permanently, You have eternal life. 
You can never be lost. 

E. Now, and now only, can you begin 
to live the Christian life—the life “hid 
with Christ in God.” 


1. You possess his strength and power 
which you can draw on to overcome the 
“old nature” within you, to live daily the 
Christian life, and to “grow in grace.” 
Use them, You will fail if you attempt 
to carry on in your own strength, 

2. You are assured absolutely that he 
will keep, sustain, strengthen, help, guide, 
and protect you as long as he needs you 
here on earth; and that he will give you 
the joys and the wonders of life everlast- 
ing. 

3. You have hope, assurance, peace, 
joy, and a new purpose in life —to live 
and work for him; and thus your life 
has become necessary and useful. 

F. As a true Christian, God Almighty 
asks you: 

1. To make “the glory of God” the 
central purpose of your life, to which 
everything else contributes and is second- 
ary; to put him and his work first in 
whatever you do; to seek his counsel and 
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guidance first in everything; and to sub- 
mit your life in all its detail to his con- 
trol. 

2. Actively to work for him in all your 
affairs — secular and religious. You have 
been commissioned: to be his full-time 
salesman — his ambassador wherever you 
are; to be his witness; to teach the Gos- 
pel — recruit other believers, to do good 
works to others in his Name; and to wor- 
ship God in the divinely appointed way. 

3. Joyfully to acknowledge Jesus Christ 
on every possible occasion. Be known 
as a true Christian. 

4. To use your Bible, which is God's 
personal message to you, as your text- 
book and the authority of your faith and 
living here on earth. 


5. Constantly to keep in touch with 
Headquarters (God) through prayer, for 
thanksgiving, praise, blessing, orders, sup- 
plies, requisition, and report. 

6. To be ready and looking for the 
glorious coming again of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

7. To be faithful to your God and to 
Jesus Christ until death. 

G. God reminds you that the quality of 
the work you do for him here on earth after 
you have been “born again” and your faith- 
fulness to him determine what awards and 
crowns, and what place or station you will 
have during the millennium—and_ there- 
after throughout eternity. 

How attractive, hopeful, useful, and nec- 
essary your life becomes when you have 
been born again and are a true Christian! 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other commiuni- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Your answer to another 
problem of mine was just what I needed, so 
I am writing again in the hope that you might 
find time to help me again. I am a young girl 
nineteen years: of age and naturally enjoy young 
companionship. However, it seems as though 
one is left alone most of the time if one is 
living a completely conseciated Christian life. 
Of course, I love to go to church and to do 
the Lord’s work, but young folks do crave 
the friendship and fellowship of those of their 
age. There are so few young people nowadays 
who are really living the Christian life that if 
one will not let down his or her standard, then 
one is alone a good deal of the time. 

What I want to know, Mother Ruth, is, Does 
God want us to be alone so much? If that is 
his will, then that is what I want; but it 
doesn’t seem that God, who is so kind and good 
to his children, would want to deny them the 
pleasure of congenial companionship. I work 
in a lawyer’s office, and the girls in the sur- 
rounding offices are not very friendly because 
I don’t go to the movies, play cards, dance, 
etc. We just don’t talk the same language. 
Of course I am pleasant with them and speak in 
passing, but they seem to know that there is 
a difference somewhere. 

My former friends have gradually drifted 
away because we had so little in common, 
However, could not God direct me to some 
new friends whose beliefs coincide with mine? 
Piease believe me, Mother Ruth, when I say 
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that whatever is God’s will is what I want, 
for that is my desire—to serve and honor 
the One who died for me. Like Paul, I can say, 
“To me to live is Christ.”” I would appreciate 
your answer, as sometimes I do get lonely for 
human companionship, but of course never en- 
tirely ‘“‘cast down,” for He never leaves nor 
forsakes. 


My church is fundamental, and we have a 
fine pastor, but the church is quite small, and 
there are a very few Christian young people 
there, and just one young man. Nevertheless, 
I believe I would be betraying my Lord if I 
should mix with the world, or partake of its 
pleasures, and therefore I cannot help but keep 
up the standard that has been set once forall. 

I would appreciate very much your answer 
to this problem, for already your answers in 
The Sunday School Times have helped me many 
times. 


Y DEAR GIRL: Most interesting 

is your letter, because it is so sin- 
cere and expresses the needs of the hour 
for many. From all over the country there 
are letters coming in telling of this lone- 
liness. It proves more than ever that 
Satan is tempting the saints! 

It is only natural that you want com- 
panionship. God made you so, and just 
why he has placed you where you cannot 
find it, I cannot tell; but this I do know, 
he understands so well what is the most 
important thing to make you the kind of 
Christian he needs for his service at this 
period. He is not unmindful of the yearn- 
ings of your heart, and he wants you to 
carry it to him in prayer, constantly; and 
when the right moment comes, he will 
change conditions and circumstances about 
you, or send you into the midst of others 
who will help out in this longing for friend- 
ship. 

It may be that God is wanting more of 
your attention than he is receiving, and 
this may be a call to higher love for him, 
while earthly friendships might satisfy you 
and take your first thoughts from him. 
I am only thinking on paper with you in 
this, but you can come closer to him and 
ask him to make it known to you; and 
better’ still, you can tell him that if you 
are not to understand, it is a happiness to 
know he cares and is guiding your life 
according to his wisdom! 

I am so glad you are not wanting your 
own will. Be patient, dear child, and 
“make your requests” known to your 
Father in Heaven, and let him delight 
himself in you and your life, as it tells 
for him. He is using you in that office, 
even though you do not see it. You are 
a light in a dark place, and as the others 
there see your life and know the reason 
for it, it is a testimony for him! Do not 
think it is a wasted life, because it is so 
lonely! It is following in the footsteps 
of the Master you love! 

It is so true that vou “do not speak the 
same language” as the others. No, you 
are of a different family, for you are a 
child of God. You could not feed on the 
chaff which they love; but you want to 
remember that the only time they may see 
the power of Jesus Christ in this life will 
be through you, and the sacrifices you make 
of worldly pleasures will cause them to 
think and consider. Pray constantly, that 
God may use you for his honor and glory, 
right where you are, and also remember it 
is a school for you in which you will 
develop the graces of Jesus Christ, and be 
of service for him in a dark place. 

Make these days stepping-stones to pre- 
pare you for the future. We cannot be 
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of service to our Lord, unless we know 
“the fellowship of his suffering” (Phil. 3: 
10). This very experience will work for 
you greater good for his cause, and that 
is why we live as Christians, isn’t it? To 
glorify him in every way. Don’t try to 
understand why you are not permitted to 
have more friends at present, but trust 
him, and be assured when the right time 
comes your field will be enlarged and you 
will find the very congenial companionship 
for which you crave. 

In that office watch your opportunity 
to do acts of kindness, that your presence 
may be felt for righteousness. There may 
be some hungry souls about you who are 
worldly because they are in the drift of 
the times, and if invited to come your way, 
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they might be glad to find the life of joy 
and happiness as it is in the Lord. Turn 
to Proverbs 18:24 and read, “A man that 
hath friends must shew himself friendly.” 
This very trial you are suffering may be 
a call of God to have you look about you 
and see if there is not another girl who 
would love to know the right way and 
walk in the path in which you are walk- 
ing. Keep your eyes open, and ask God 
to lead you to the very one who needs you, 
whether it be in the office or outside of 
it. You are not the only one who is lonely, 
and the others may be hiding it even as 
you hide it. Therefore, see if your helpful- 
ness will not lift another, and if so, you 
will find it will work wonders in your own 
heart and life. 














A Great Preacher's Catalogue of Preachers 


A list drawn up more than one hundred years ago which includes 
many types still with us today 














NGLAND was rich in powerful 
preachers of the Gospel 175 years ago. 

John and Charles Wesley and George 
Whitfield are the best known, but there 
were others like John Berridge and Row- 
land Hill. The following pithy comments 
on preaching, with the brief introduction, 
are taken from the biography of Rowland 
Hill by Edwin Sidney (published in Lon- 
don in 1834 and now out of print): 

Mr. Rowland Hill was a great observer 
of the different modes of preaching, and 
once drew up, in his peculiar style, a string 
of characteristics of the various kinds of 
pulpit orators. He thus describes them: 

Bold Manner.—The man who preaches 
what he feels without fear or diffidence. 

Self-Confident.—A man who goes by 
nobody’s judgment but his own. 


Rash.—A preacher who says what comes 
uppermost without any consideration. 

Rambling.—A man who says all that 
pops in his mind without any connection. 

Stiff.—One who pins himself down to 
think and speak by rule, without any devia- 
tion. 

Powerful.—The man who preaches from 
the bottom of his heart, the truths of the 
Gospel with energy, to the consciences of 
his hearers. 

Finical.—Minces out fine words with 
nothing in them. 

Sober.—The man who lulls you fast 
asleep. 

Elegant.—The man who employs all his 
brains upon dressing words, without ever 
aiming at the heari. 

Conceited.—Vainly aims at everything, 
and says nothing. 

Affectionate.—The happy man who feels 
for souls tenderly, preaches Christ affec- 
tionately, and yearns over souls in the 
bowels of Jesus Christ. 


Dogmatic.—A man who goes by his own 
brains, right or wrong. 

Peevish.—One who picks into every 
body’s thoughts, and thinks no one right 
but himself. 


Fanciful.—One who instead of being led 


by wisdom, runs after a thousand vision- 
ary whimsies and conceits. 
Self-Important.—Thinks nobody like 
himself. 
Noisy.—A loud roar, and nothing in it. 
Genteel.—The vain fool that is fond of 
dressing up words without meaning. 
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Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 


For if Joshua had given them rest, 
then would he not afterward have 
spoken of another day (Heb. 4:8). 


UR Lord is spoken of in Hebrews 7 

as the forerunner, prodromos. It is 
the word used in the Septuagint for Joshua 
who led the spies into Canaan. Joshua 
is herein a type of Christ, and we are 
adjured to labor to enter into that rest, 
—the heavenly Canaan. Why is the Word 
of God spoken in verse 12 as sharper than 
any two-edged sword? It seems to be a 
digression, or an interpolation, until we 
remember the Captain of the Host of the 
Lord with his sword drawn in his hand. 
“And it came to pass, when Joshua was 
by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and, behold, there stood a man over 
against him with his sword drawn in his 
hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said 
unto him, Art thou for us, or for our ad- 
versaries?” (Josh. 5:13.) 


For finding fault with them, he saith, 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
when I will make a new covenant 


(Heb. 8:8). 


UT should we not rather read, “For 

finding fault with it,’ that is, with the 
Old Covenant which in the preceding verse 
is described as not faultless, “he saith to 
them,” giving them the gracious promise 
of a new and perfect covenant, “Behold, 
the days come, . . . when I will make a 
new covenant.” The word memphetai is 
used once before (Rom. 9:19) and never 
again in the New Testament. 
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LESSON 12. MARCH 22. JESUS TEACHES TRUE VALUES 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 12; printed text, Luke 12: 29-34 
Golden Text.—Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.—Matt. 6: 33 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
or printing in the lesson helps is Luke 12 : 22-34 


Kinc James Version 


Luke 12: 22 And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto 
you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for 
the body, what ye shall put on. ; 

23 The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment. 

24 Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which 
neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much 
more are ye better than the fowls? ; 

25 And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature 
one cubit? 

26 If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why 
take ye thought for the rest? 2 : 

27 Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin 
not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 

28 If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, 
and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe 
you, O ye of little faith? 

29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, 
neither be ye of doubtful mind. 

30 For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: 
and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. 

31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 

32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. 

33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags 
which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where 
no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. 

34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 12: 22 And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto 
you, Be not anxious for your ‘life, what ye shall eat; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on. 23 For the ‘life is more than 
the food, and the body than the raiment. 24 Consider the ravens, 
that they sow not, neither reap; which have no store-chamber nor 
barn; and God feedeth them: of how much more value are ye than 
the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a cubit "’ 
unto *the measure of his life? 26 If then ye are not able to do 
even that which is least, why are ye anxious concerning the rest? 
27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they toil not, neither do they 
spin; yet I say unto you, Even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God doth so clothe the grass 
in the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven; 
how much more shall he clothe you, O ye of little faith? 29 And 
seek not ye what ye shall eat, and what ye shall drink, neither be 
ye of doubtful mind. 30 For all these things do the nations of 
the world seek after: but your Father knoweth that ye have need 
of these things. 31 Yet seek ye *his kingdom, and these things 
shall be added unto you. 32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell that which 
ye have, and give alms; make for yourselves purses which wax not 
old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief 
draweth near, neither moth destroyeth. 34 For where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also. 

2Or, soul. * Or, his stature. * Many ancient authorities read, 
the kingdom of God. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Appreach to the Lesson 


ANY thousands were gathered one 

day to hear the Teacher who taught 

as never man taught. But first 
he spoke to his own disciples conceraing 
eternal things, while the multitudes lis- 
tened. Suddenly there was an interruption, 
as one out of the crowd cried: “Master, 
speak to my brother, that he divide the 
inheritance with me.” The man expressed 
the heart of that vast multitude. Their 
treasure was the earthly inheritance. The 
interruption was the occasion of some of 
Christ’s richest teaching on the true eter- 
nal inheritance. Our Lord would not di- 
vide the inheritance of those brothers, but 
he did divide untold treasure to all who 
would give ear. First-he told them the 
parable of the rich man whom God called 
a fool. In our own day, the expression, “the 
rich fool,” is a very unusual one. We do 
not think of rich people as being fools. We 
do often speak of “a poor fool.’ There 
is also a proverb, “A fool and his money 
are soon parted.” But this rich man was 
not that kind of fool. The rest of the 
chapter, following the parable, presses home 
the message on true values, instructions 
on laying up treasure as wise men and 
not as fools. The vast multitudes heard, 
but those who heeded still remained “a 
little flock.” 


The Historical Setting 

The deeply spiritual and tremendously 
practical teachings in Luke 12 were given 
during the period of our Lord’s last jour- 
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ney to Jerusalem, after his Galilean minis- 
try. They may be placed in the late 
fall or early winter of A. D. 29. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 12: 22—And he said unto his dis- 
ciples. He has just been speaking to the 
vast multitudes (cf. vs. 1, 15). Therefore, 
I say unto you. This is an application of 
the parable of the rich fool. Take no 
thought for your life. The word means, 
do not be full of anxious care, with dis- 
tracted minds. We are, of course, to take 
wise thought concerning material things. 


Verse 23.—The life is more than meat. 
And, therefore, God who created the life 
will certainly care for the food needed. 


Verse 24.—They neither sow nor reap; 
which neither have storehouse nor barn. 
A reference to the parable story of the 
rich man who had barns and storehouses. 
God feedeth them. Our Lord, of course, 
does not mean that men need not sow or 
reap. Even the animals must “gather” 
their food (Psa. 104: 28). 


Verse 25.—And which of you with taking 
thought. By being anxious and distracted. 
Our Lord is adding an argument on the 
uselessness of worry. Can add to his stat- 
ure one cubit? Or, “the measure of his 
life.” The word means maturity or age, 
and may also mean stature, which increases 
with age. 

Verse 26.—Not able to do that thing 
which ts least. To prolong life by anxious 


thought would be less than the miracle of. 


creating life, or sustaining life. 

Verse 290.—Seek not ye what ye shall eat, 
Do not make this the primary aim, or seek 
it with anxiety about obtaining it. 


Verse 31.—But rather seek ye the king- 
dom of God. Men must and will seek, 
and they can only give up seeking earthly 
things by setting their affection on the 
things above (Col. 3:2). All these things 
shail be added unto you. Food, raiment, 
and all other necessary things, including 
any material comforts or luxuries that may 
be for our good (1 Tim. 6: 8-10). 


Verse 32.—Little flock. A beautiful figure 
of the insignificance of the little band of 
disciples (in contrast with the myriads — 
verse 1), and also the preciousness of that 
band to the Father. Jt is your Father's 
good pleasure. Compare our Lord’s ‘joy 
in the Father’s good pleasure to reveal 
his truth unto them—Luke 10:21. To 
give you the kingdom. A word that ex- 
presses the highest form of riches and 
glory, set in contrast to “the little flock.” 
We seek it; he gives it. 

Verse 33.—Sell that ye have, and give 
alms. Our Lord is not primarily speaking 
of a literal selling of all that we have, 
though in individual cases this may be his 
will. He is laying down the great prin- 
ciple that earthly wealth should be used 
for laying up eternal treasure, as shown 
in the striking metaphors that follow. Pro- 
vide yourselves bags which wax not old, 
a treasure in the heavens that faileth not. 
We do this when we seek first his King- 
dom, The same truth so vividly expressed 
here in the figurative language is given 
in other words in Matthew 6: 19-21. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


No man can serve two masters; that 
carries with it the other truth that every 
man must serve one master. The question: 
of true values presents an uncompromising 
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choice. There are two kingdoms. Which 
are we seeking? ‘There are two treasures. 
Which are we laying up? Alli men desire 
to be rich. There are two kinds of rich 
men, The one lays up treasures for him- 
self; the other is rich toward God. The 
“practical” man, who counts the real values 
the material things of this earth, is the 
fool. He will lose all that he lays up. 
Seek first the kingdom of this earth and 
its rewards, and all these spiritual things 
cannot be added. The wise man who lives 
for the unseen world has promise of the 
life that now is as well. The cure for 
covetousness is a single-hearted love for 
God, a passion for the Kingdom of God. 

But the message of this lesson is not 
the single truth of putting God’s Kingdom 
first. There is this added truth: they who 
put God’s Kingdom first are to be free 
from all anxious care, rejoicing in the 
peace that passes all understanding. Anx- 
ious care is the reward of the Gentiles, 
men whose portion is in this life. In the 
midst of the anxieties and sufferings of 
this world, Christians should live before 
unsaved people as miracles of God’s grace, 
men and women who are anxious in noth- 
ing; for they know that in Christ they 
have all things now, and in the eternity 
to follow. 

There is something more: Christians 
may piously and theoretically accept this 
standard of value, and go blithely on their 
way using money and time and talents 
exactly as the heathen do. Let us survey 
our doings of the past year, and of the 
past week, in the searching light of Christ’s 
estimate of true values. 


Lesson Outlines 
Four Fors or FairH 


1. Beware of hypocrisy: be sincere, 
and bold in confessing Christ (Luke 12: 
I-32). 

2. Beware of covetousness: 
toward God (12: 13-21). 

3. Beware of anxiety: trust the 
heavenly Father to provide (12: 22-34). 

4. Beware of unfaithfulness: as faith- 


ful and wise stewards be ready for the 
Lord’s return (vs. 35-59). 


be rich 


FALSE AND TRUE VALUES 

1. Laying up treasure for self, or rich 
toward God: seen vs. unseen. 

2. Anxiety for food and clothing, or 
perfect trust in the Father’s provision: 
earthly vs. heavenly. 


3. Seeking material things, or seeking 
God’s Kingdom: temporal vs. eternal. 

4. Living for present gain, or ready 
for Christ’s return: present vs. future. 

5. Denying Christ, or 
Christ: self vs. God. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Parable of the Rich Fool, and Steward- 
ship of Money.—The rich man of the par- 
able was a fool not only because he thought 
to satisfy his soul with earthly food, but 
because he thought his property was his 
own, to do with as he pleased. The clear 
message of -the whole Bible is that man 
does not own outright a dollar or a foot 
of ground; God is the owner; man is a 
steward (Lev. 25:23). Christians are 
strangers and sojourners, though not al- 
ways do we act so. Read Psalm 49 for 
a vivid picture of the folly of trusting in 


confessing 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, ‘at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


12. March 22.—Jesus Teaches True Values. 


Luke 12 


13. 


i 


March 29.—Jesus Explains the Kingdom. 


Luke 13 
Second Quarter 
1. (14) April 5.—Jesus Invites All People. 


Luke 14 
2. (1s) April 12—Jesus Triumphs Over 

Death (Easter Lesson) ...... Luke 24 : 1-35 

3. (16) April 19.—God, the Forgiving 
PARNER. co csccccccccicccscaszeseecisaes Luke 15 

4 (17) April 26.—Jesus Looks at Wealth 
and Powerty .ccccccccccscccsocvedovecs Luke 16 

5. (18) May 3.—Tesus Teaches Forgiveness, 
Humility, and Gratitude .......... Luke 17 
6. (19) May x0.—Effectual Prayer ...... Luke 18 

7. (20) May 17.—Jesus Inspires Honesty. 
Luke 19 








riches and using them as though they were 
our own (cf. Psa. 39:5, 6). This truth 
of stewardship does not suggest commu- 
nism; rather, it teaches the principle of 
private ownership (as between man and 
man), and the responsibility that goes 
with it (Luke 16: 1-13). 

Christ’s Second Coming. The twin com- 
mands to seek first God’s Kingdom, and 
to be anxious in nothing, have tremendous 
meaning and power in view of the return 
of our Lord to earth. How significant 
that after his words, “Where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also” (12: 34), 
the Lord follows with exhortations to pre- 
pare for his coming; he gives the parable 
of the servants waiting for their absent 
master (12: 35-38), peculiar to Luke, the 
parable simile of watching against the thief 
(vs. 39, 40), the parable of the faithful and 
unfaithful waiting servants (vs. 41-48). 
Our stewardship is in view of Christ’s re- 
turn. We wait for it by being wise and 
faithful servants. 

The Parables and Parable Similes. There 
are no less than ten parables and parable 
similes in the twelfth chapter of Luke. 
Can you find them? (See vs. 1, 6, 16-21, 
24, 27, 33; 35-38, 39, 42-48, 58, 59). 
Practical and Personal Applications 

Give diligence to enter into rest. Faith 
brings perfect rest of heart concerning the 
supply of ail needs (Phil. 4:6, 7, 19; Heb. 
4:11). 

Give diligence to provide material things. 

Be ready fer Christ’s coming. Are our 
loins girded about? are our lamps burn- 
ing? (Luke 12:35.) Our Lord always 
linked readiness with faithfulness (Luke 
12:40, 42). See Special Topics. 

We should also be ready if Christ should 
call us to himself before his coming. 

Are we using our money as stewards? 
It is not a sin to be rich, but it is a sin 
to lay up money for ourselves, or to use 
money apart from its relation to the King- 
dom of God. See Special Topics. 

Beware of hypocrisy.’ Beware of covet- 
ousness, Beware of anxiety. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 
The foolish man seeks money; he is a 
lover of Mammon. The wise man seeks 
souls; he is a lover of men. 
How much are we worth—up there? 
The Lord who taught of true values is 
himself the measure of all values. 


March 7, 1936 


The Lord tells us never to lay up treas- 
ures for ourselves, not because he does 
not want us to be rich, but because he does 
want us to be rich. 


One of James H. McConkey’s striking 


leaflets is called, “The Fifth Sparrow” 4; 
the fifth sparrow was thrown in; if he 
was not forgotten of God, shall we fear? 
(cf. Luke 12:6 with Matt. 10:29.) 


“In nothing be anxious,” is a command, 
as definite as “Thou shalt not kill.” 


Our Lord does not ask young people to 
give up seeking pleasure and honor. and 
treasure; rather, he asks them to seek 
the true treasures and honors and pleas- 
ures, 


We are not all to sell what we have, but 
we are to possess it as though we possessed 
it not (1 Cor. 7:30). 


Many are ready to seek the rich re- 
wards of the Kingdom of God, but forget 
the words: “and his righteousness” (Matt. 
6: 33). 


Matthew 6:33 is a Golden Text indeed, 
the Lord’s key to treasures richer than 
much fine gold. 


Four treasures of untold value possessed 
by every believer today: the Lord’s Book, 
the Lord’s Day, the Lord’s Church, the 
Lord’s Spirit, and with them all the Lord 
himself. 


Cotumsia, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and ae for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and search ing character. They 
are written by three mem ore of Moe Sun- 
day School Times staff, — McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT two petitions of the Lord’s 
Prayer deal with the two main exhorta- 
tions of this lesson? 

2. Why did our Lord refuse to act as 
judge or divider over the brothers’ inheri- 
tance? What does this show of God’s present 
ara with men? 


What is the greatest example of one 
white life did not consist in the abundance 
of things that he possessed ? 


4. Did the Lord mean it was the highest 
form of piety to sell all and give to the 
poor? 

5. Is it wrong to become wealthy or to 
possess wealth? 

6. What practical and personal answer did 
Christ give to Peter’s question as to whether 
the parable about watching for his coming 
was spoken to them, or to all? (Luke 12: 41.) 

7. What statement of the Lord Jesus shows 
that if a man should acquire all the money 
in the world, great talent in music and in art, 
all of anything that has material value, and 
have perfect health for the enjoyment of those 
things, he would yet be making a foolish 
bargain if in the transaction he should lose 
his soul? 


8. What is a prosperous soul, and where 
are we told in Scripture how to acquire one? 
If Christians do not have their material 
sone supplied, does this mean that God is 
not pleased with them, or that they are lack- 
ing in faith? 
10. Should Christians make no provision 
for the future, if they are trusting the Lord’s 
supply ? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 167 of this issue. 





2 May be had free from Silver Publishing So- 
ciety (supported by voluntary contributions), 
1013. Bessemer Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Not Many Interested.—Seck ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness 
(Golden Text). A certain jeweler keeps 
a high priced diamond in a case of com- 
mon stones to test the keenness of diamond 
sightedness of his customers. Few pur- 
chasers ever handle the gem.—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mac C. 
Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


A Comforting Reminder.—How much 
more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
(Luke 12:28.) The Rev. Moses Brown 
had twelve children. Some said to him: 
“You have just as many children as Jacob 
had.” He replied, “Yes, and I have Jacob’s 
God who cares for them all.” In these 
hard times it is a blessed privilege that we 
may confide our cares to the God of our 
fathers—From the Expositor. Sent by E, 
M. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


The Only Money Saved.—Neither be 
ye of doubtful mind (v. 29). The story 
is told of a man who contributed the money 
to build a church. Later on he lost all 
his property. “If you had the money you 
put into that church,” some one said to 
him, “you could start again.” But the 
man wisely replied: “That is the only 
money I have saved. If I had not given 
it to the Lord it would have gone* with 
the rest. Now it will always be mine.”— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Leslie E. 
Dunkin, Wolcott, Ind. Prize illustration. 


Whose Christ?—For all these things 
do the nations of the world seek after (v. 
30). Christians who countenance places 
of worldly amusement give the world a 
false conception of Christianity, for they 
indicate by their presence in these places 
that Jesus Christ can save but he cannot 
satisfy; that there has to be some addition 
of the world to make the Christian happy. 
I met a girl in the city of Liverpool who 
listened one evening as I spoke about com- 
plete separation from the world. She went 
home, but was very unhappy. She came 
back in desperation to tell me that if the 
theater and movies and worldly amuse- 
ments went out of her life, she would 
have nothing to live for. I said, “God 
help you.” “But,” she said, “I belong to 
the Oxford Group Movement.” “Well,” 
I said, “what has that to do with it?” “We 
are told to have our quiet time in the 
morning,” she answered, “and then we can 
take Jesus into all these places.” “Well,” 
I said, “you may take your Jesus into those 
places, but you cannot take the One I 
know.”—By Herbert Lockyer, in “An In- 
strument of Ten Strings.” Sent by Miss 
J. B. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 
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The End, or the Beginning ?—Provide 
yourselves bags which wax not old, a treas- 
ure in the heavens that faileth not (v. 33). 
A lawyer who knows and loves the Lord 
tells of a tragic case in a letter to a friend. 
“I just got back yesterday from a trip in 
connection with the sudden death of a 
client’s father. He was a member of a 
rich and aristocratic family. ...I had a 
delicate and difficult family controversy on 
my hands for two days, with the silent 
form of the poor old vacated body in our 
midst. He was a yachtsman and sports- 
man, and the pictures of his dogs and boats 
hung above his casket. His duck guns and 
Persian rugs were on every hand, and his 
trophies ; and how futile it all seemed with 
that greenish white palor on the still face. 
When my own father died, it seemed like 
a beginning; here, it seemed like an end.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kan. 


What Do We Want?—A treasure in the 
heavens that faileth not (v. 33). Thomas 
L. Masson tells us that out of a number 
of years of endeavoring to meet the wants 
of vagabonds and beggars, he came to the 
conclusion that they were all “one dime 
men.” The average beggar, he declares, is 
looking for a dime. There is a real sense 
in which men receive from life just what 
they demand of it. What, then, are we 
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asking of life?—From To-Day. Sent by 
Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Building — Where?—For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also 
(v. 34). 


The angels from their thrones on high 
Look down on us with wondering eye, 
That where we are but passing guests 
We build such strong and solid nests; 
But where we hope to dwell for aye, 
We scarce take heed one stone to lay. 


—Selected. Sent by Mrs. Earle Haines, 
Clarion, Pa. 
wg 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee for thine open hand of continual 
blessing. We are ashamed of the doubts that 
steal into our thinking, and in the light of thy 
Word, and in the light of our precious experi- 
ences, we wonder why anxiety and doubts ever 
lay hold upon us. We pray that thou wilt 
teach us the unanxious life, and no matter what 
the problems that face us, may we face toward 
thee, counting upon thy sustaining love and un- 
failing guidance to meet our every need. Help 
us, we pray thee, to be more helpless and more 
dependent upon thy loving hand outstretched 
to us. In the name of the: Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It would be a good 
thing for every one of us to ask ourselves, 
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quietly, when we are quite alone, just what 
it is we are setting up as the chief object 
of our lives. What is it we think about 
mostly, and what do we value most as 
the days pass? It might surprise some of 
us if we were to be honest with ourselves 
as to this, and to write down upon paper 
a few of the things that we really do put 
foremost. Of course we have many imme- 
diate duties in the management of the daily 
life, —in home, or school, or office. ‘Some- 
times we work so hard and hopelessly for 
the things that are of least value, when 
God is just waiting to get our attention 
long enough to hand us one of his good 
gifts in the spiritual life. He will add 
to us what we need in the ordinary path 
of duty, if we seek first whatever belongs 
to the life of the Kingdom of God. How 
much the more will God do for you, as 
his children, than he does for the grass of 
the field! Think about that squarely and 
earnestly this week. Let us pray. 


Waar |s My Lire-()Buect? 


SEEK YE FIRST—? 














The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Upstairs” and “Down Cellar.”—The 
life is more than meat, and the body ts 
more than raiment (Luke 12:23). Awhile 
ago, fall of 1933 to be exact, I had to 
replace my hot air heaters in El Nidito 
after being in service fifty years. I in- 
stalled a Trane air conditioning unit, using 
steam from the public service. This left 
me an empty coal cellar. 

I had a cement man to smooth up the 
floors, whitewashed the walls, put down 
cheap linoleum rugs, painted the pipes in 
silver (aluminum), and all floors outside 
the rugs painted battleship gray. 

I then furnished the rooms from the 
5 and 10 cent stores and similar. The 
walls carry lovely tapestries with pictures 
equal (in composition) to the “Gobelins” 
of France and the “Brussels” of Belgium 
—10 cents a square foot. Also Currier 
and Ives prints—20 cents framed; the 
“London Street Cries” —15 cents framed. 
Also reproductions of the great portrait 
painters —10 cents complete. 

I have some lovely works of art up- 
stairs. Proof etchings from Fitton, Brang- 
wyn, Haig Howarth. Paintings by Con- 
stable, Ridgway Knight, and other fine 
artists. Statue by Paul Bartlett. Parian 
globes, Italian carved furniture. But vis- 
itors are not interested in these. 

“May I see your art gallery in the 
cellar?” is the request. They can, gladly, 
for I have an object in my “madness.” 
When the visitor goes down to little old 
“coal hole” with its one small window 
where you can look up and see the sky, 
the visitor realizes that anyone can have 
coziness with beauty at very small cost. 

That is to-say, down in my old coal 
cellar I can have, and do have, as true 
values as upstairs, and much truer values 
than in some palatial homes I have been 
in. And this goes for folks, too. We find 
truer values oftener in the lowly walks 
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than among the highly placed and much 
lauded (Matt. 21:31; 13:52). 


Some Exhibits.—Seeck ye the kingdom of 
God; and all these thiigs shall be added 
unto you (v. 31). For forty-seven years 
with the Iron Rose Bible Class of 200 to 
300 men in a steel town Sunday morning 
at the home church, and for forty-three 
years in the Rock Run Mission in the 
afternoon, a Coatesville suburb, where 
houses rent for $5 a month and nothing, I 
have watched this promise of the Lord 
Jesus work itself out year after year. 

Today, as I write, I can see all around 
me filling some of the best positions and 
holding some of the best jobs in town, 
men and women living in beautiful homes, 
who are the living exhibits of the truth 
of this text. 

And, by the way, in this paragraph I 
am not doing any preaching, but just lead- 
ing you through the fair and pointing out 
the fine things spread on the tables. We 
could leave Coatesville and Rock Run and 
go far afield and pick out other prominent 
exhibits. 

In my Sunday school work if I can hold 
my boys and girls and men and women 
I have no concern as to the future for 
them because I know that future is secure 
since the promises of God never fail. I 
like Matthew’s version, chapter 6, verse 
33, and especialiy verse 34, where Jesus 
tells us not to worry about tomorrow. He 
will be in tomorrow as he is in today, 
and he sums it up in a saying that will 
keep us happy if we will take it to heart, 
“Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 
We only live 2 day at a time, so why 
jump into tomorrow before we get there? 


Dave Martin’s Business Love.—For 
where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also (v. 34). When at school 
we came to geometry we first had to learn 
some fifteen axioms upon which the whole 
study rested. An axiom is a self-evident 
proposition, “A straight line is the short- 
est distance between two points,” was one 
of them, and maybe you can give others. 

Our Master, like Euclid, has some 
axioms which he laid down for the Chris- 
tian life in his Sermon on the Mount. Our 
text up there is one of them. We do not 
undertake to demonstrate an axiom, but 
we can illustrate one, and so we will illus- 
trate this one. 

Dave Martin, the electrician who put in 
the air conditioning outfit in our home, 
was adjusting the several gadgets to the 
thermometers and humidistats, so I would 
be properly warmed and humidified in win- 
ter, and cooled and unhumidified in sum- 
mer, regardless of out-of-doors. Steam is 
circulated in winter and ice water in sum- 
mer. 

“Do you know, I just love to monkey 
around with these electric devices,” re- 
marked Dave. 

“Why is that, Dave?” I asked. 

“Oh, I guess it’s a case of ‘where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also,’” 
replied Dave. 

Dave is down in the phone book as 
“Electrical Contractor.” It is a one man 
proposition, and in his little business his 
capital is his “treasure” and his business 
contains his capital. 

There was some trouble in getting the 
thermometer and the thermostat to pull to- 
gether, as it were, so Dave spent one whole 
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day until I heard him cry, “Oh, boy! we 
got ’er!” As Dave filed and twisted and 
adjusted, I thought to myself, right here 
is the secret of all success, religious, pro- 
fessional, and commercial. 

You hear a Sunday school superintend- 
ent complain now and then, “Sarah So- 
and-So would be a fine teacher if she only 
had her heart in the job,” and, “Walter 
What’s-His-Name could do a big work 
with those high school boys if he would 
just take them to heart.” 

The trouble with Sarah So-and-So and 
Walter What’s-His-Name is they have no 
treasure in the Sunday school business. 
The Sunday school job is a social dis- 
tinction instead of a soul-saving, charac- 
ter-building enterprise (Col. 3: r-3). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 

4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A Sell Out. 


Discussion: What have I in my baggage 
that Jesus Christ can use? 


Objective: Jesus Christ my partner. 











AY, fellows, I have heard this story 

about Thomas A. Edison. When he 
was fourteen years old he was a “news 
butch,” running on the road between De- 
troit and Port Huron. That was away 
back about 1850 when there were no big 
stream-line vestibule trains; the train he 
“butched” on consisted of three cars—a 
baggage, a second class (or smoking car), 
and a first class coach—all drawn by an 
old type locomotive with a sugar dish 
smokestack. Although the little train did 
not make over twenty miles an hour on 
a straight track running down grade, it 
was a hazardous thing to step from one 
coach to another, and passengers were 
warned it would be at their own risk if 
they did it. 

“Morning papers!” Edison announced as 
he entered the first class coach one morn- 
ing as the train pulled out of Detroit. I 
think it was the Detroit Free Press, even 
so far back as that. Near the front sat 
two young fellows, the story goes, the sons 
of Southern cotton planters. They were 
out on a vacation and having a big time, 
with all the money they could spend, it 
seemed —and more; and they had a reck- 
less disregard for it. Their servant, a 
colored man, occupied a seat just behind 
them, ready to serve in every possible way. 
When Edison stood before them with his 
papers they laughingly inquired what was 
the price. “Five cents,” replied the butch, 
thinking they would buy a paper to read 
between them. “Oh,” they said, with a 
grin, “what’s the whole bunch worth?” 
“Why,” said the butch, “I have twenty 
papers here, and that’s a dollar.” “All 
right, we'll take the whole stack,” they 
said, and while Edison’s eyes bulged with 
surprise, they peeled him off a crisp dollar 
bill from a healthy sized roll and, taking 
the papers from his hands, tossed them 
out the train window. 

“Phew,” whistled Edison as he went 
back to the baggage car where he kept 
‘his “box,” “those fellows are ripe for 
“business.” In two minutes he was before 
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them again with “All the latest maga- 
zines!” “How much are they worth?” 
He was ready for them. “Seven dollars 
and a quarter.” “All right, we'll take 
’em!” They peeled him off a ten dollar 
bill; saying, “Keep the change,” and out 
the window went “all the latest maga- 
zines.” Back to the baggage now ran a 
breathless newsbutch — those fellows might 
get off the train at the next station! — 
and in another moment reappeared with 
his basket. “Candy, chewing gum, apples, 
oranges, bananas, cigars, and tobacco!” 
“How much?” He stated the amount. An- 
other crisp bill and, “Keep the change,” 
and out the window went basket and con- 
tents. Next moment Edison was back with 
something stacked in his arms up to his 
chin. “A lot of old magazines here, out 
of date, thumbed and full of cinders, but 
they’re for sale!” he shouted. “How 
much?” He told them. Another crisp 
bill and, “Keep the change” — and out the 
window ! 

Then Edison went back to the baggage 
car and gathered up his discarded fruit 
and all the old cast off and unsalable things 
he could see lying around, threw them into 
his box, fastened down the lid, dragged it 
across the rickety platform to the second 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories * 
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class coach, through the narrow aisle be- 
tween the seats to the next rickety plat- 
form and across that into the first class 
coach, and finally drew up with that box 
in front of the two young spendthrifts. 
Panting with the exertion, his face stream- 
ing with perspiration, he took off his cap, 
threw it on top the box, then his coat and 
vest and his necktie, and shouted: “Every- 
thing I’ve got is for sale! Convulsed with 
laughter they asked him the price, over- 
paid him with another bill, and commanded 
their servant to drag the box to the rear 
platform and toss it off the train. 

It is said that Edison declared in after 
years that was the biggest thrill he ever 
had. All unexpectedly he had exchanged 
every transferable thing he had for the 
currency of the realm. In his hand he 
clutched a roll of bills— more money than 
he had ever seen at once before. He did 
not go on to the end of the run that day, 
but got off at the next station and caught 
the morning train back to Detroit, and on 
arrival he rushed home, hatless, coat-vest- 
and-tie-less, to shout the news of the won- 
derful morning’s business to his mother. 
Now he could fulfill a long cherished de- 
sire to fit himself up a workshop in the 
basement, where he could “make things” 
with real tools and materials. That elec- 
tric light up there, fellows, is one of the 
main ultimate results of Edison’s long 
years of experiments. In a very real way 


he lit up the world and turned night into 


day. 

I cannot vouch for the accuracy of all 
the details of this story. I think it is true 
in its essentials. But there is a far more 
wonderful fact I can vouch for, on the 
authority of God’s Word. You have it 
hinted in today’s lesson from the thir- 
teenth chapter of Luke. The Lord Jesus 
Christ with wealth untold, riches. beyond 
human imagination, stands before you in 
this chapter today and says: “Bring me 
what you have and I will bestow upon you 
the Spirit of God—together with all nec- 
essary material things, to enable you to 
make a great life—yes, even a greater 
life than the greatest human inventor, the 
greatest artist, the greatest musician, the 
greatest statesman (from a purely world 
point of view). I will open the windows 
of heaven and pour you out riches more 
than you can contain, and I will make you 
to become a light in the world—a light 
that does not flick out at the end of time, 
but’ will shine through eternity.” 

Fellows, would it not be folly to turn 
down such an offer? Go back to the bag- 
gage and bring him everything you’ve got; 
yes, the best and down to the worst —all 
the old failures and defeats — and lay them 
at his feet today. The Lord Jesus Christ 
wants to convert all your little stock to 
eternal values. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for March 22) 
1. “Thy kingdom come. . . 
day our daily bread.” 


2. God gives us the great principles of 
action, and leaves us to apply them in busi- 
ness affairs and in fair dealing with one an- 
other. 


3. Our Lord himself, 


4. No. It would be for some, as for the 
rich young ruler, the best expression of their 


. Give us this 
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“Strange Short Stories 


BY THE DOCTOR” 


By Dr. Walter Wil- 
son, Bible Teacher 
and author of ‘' The 
Romance of a Doc- 
tor’s Visits,’’ etc. 





This book contains 
about thirty thrilling, 
short messages. on 
such strange topics 
; as ‘‘Ants Go to Pic- 
nics,’’ ‘‘Old Shoes,”’ 
**Dogs Stay Dogs,’’ 
“Tree Leaves,:’ 
‘The Biggest Hang- ; 
ing of All,’’ etc. 











Dr. Wilson 


Most ideal for shut-ins, children, young , 
people, teachers, soul-winners, and all public 
speakers. Each book contains a nice picture 
of the author. 

Price, 35c per copy, 3 copies $1.00, 10 copies $2.50 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS, Findlay, 0. 





An Opportunity for 
Pastors Desiring 


SONG BOOKS 


A collection of 72 of the Moody-Sankey 
Evangelistic Campaign Songs, used during the 
Founder’s Week Conference. 


SLIGHTLY USED 
$5.00 PER HUNDRED, NOT PREPAID 


ADDRESS; 
Moody Centenary and 
Institute Jubilee 
153 Institute Place © CHICAGO, ILL. 


—<—_ 


NEW HYMN BOOKS FOR 
YOUR CHURCH & SCHOOL 
























One 2, mn churches are stronger 
y than they were a 
your — =» bones our Free Finance Plans 
el oe on new song books. .. » 
Sahennndle ymns Number Three” 
enco es congregational aang that 
and quickens the spirit- 
ual pulse. . . . Exclusive tarnish-proof, lacquered 
binding resists wear. 352 Musical Numbers, 27 
pages responsive readings, Bible prayers, etc. . ..- 
This matchless collection of standard hymns and 
Gospel songs only $50.00 per 100 in silk cloth 
pease onal title gold embossed; only brane 50 r 100 
in durable paper covers. Pricesn Fully 
orchestrated. Free folder of New > Pinahe inatice Plans. 
Write your name and address in adjoining margin, 
clip and mail today for returnable sample. Give 
Church name and denomination. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
352-C1 North Waller Avenue Chicago, Illinois 
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Two Fine New Books by Oswald J. Smith 


WORLD PROBLEMS 


in the Light of Prophecy—Up-to-date facts— 


just the book for today—128 pages 
—handsome blue cloth - -~ - 60c 


WHEN THE SPIRIT COMES 
A personal experience—valuable - 25c 


THE PEOPLES CHURCH 
100 Bloor East TORONTO, CANADA 











“The standards and faculty of Wheaton 
College are exactly such as to commend 

it to parents who would patronize an 
efficient, orthodox college, and to young 
men and women who prefer to obtain , 
their education in_a truly Christian 

: Rev. W. B. Ruey, President 
Northwestern Bible School, Minnesota 6N 


“High Standards” 


ye hpew number of Wheaton sup- 
porters who value it for high 
educational and spiritual standards 
is growing. With this background of 
Christian principles, it is no wonder 
Wheaton graduates everywhere are 
stepping to the front. 


Consequently, a life annuity contract 
with Wheaton College becomes an increas- 
ingly wise investment. It yields a fixed 
annual income for life. It is backed by the 
total assets of the institution, at present 
over $2,000,000, all fully insured and effi- 
ciently managed. The College has never 
failed to meet an annuity payment prompt- 
ly when due—Investigate. 





Vice PRESENT’s OFFICE Box T 336 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. 
Please tell me, without obligation, how I may 
provide an income for life, for myself or a 
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love for God. But normally men need money 
to carry on their business and to be most 
effective in helping God’s work. As always, 
the Lord’s message strikes deeper than one 
outward application of it. 

5. No, not if the means used are in legiti- 
mate business and in accordance with God’s 
will; and if one’s wealth is dedicated to 
= and his wisdom is sought in the use 
of it. 

6. That it had a special application to the 
favored disciples, for to whom much is given 
much shall be required (Luke 12: 48). 

7. “For what shall it profit a man, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?” (Mark 8: 36.) 

8. See Isaiah 55: 1-3. 

9. Paul said God supplied all needs, yet he 
also said he knew what it was to suffer hun- 
ger. The Lord does add all necessary things, 
but in exceptional cases he knows it is more 
for his glory that his children suffer need. 
In all cases there should be trust in the 
Father’s love. 

10. Christians should be diligent in their 
business and in all that concerns their mate- 
rial provision, just as birds do what they are 
supposed to do. But they should do it with- 
out anxious worry and with perfect trust in 
the Lord. The Lord may call some of his 
children to live by faith in a special way and 
not make the provision for the future that 
in ordinary cases would be wise. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Use a loaf of bread, some fruit, a flower 
for this lesson. 











HAT is our Memory Verse? (Jas. 
1: 17a.) Let’s all say it together. Do 
you believe it? 

What about this loaf of bread? 
it come from God? You say the baker 
made it. Yes, but who made the grain 
grow to make the flour for the bread? 

And this fruit? Yes, God made it. 

God made the flower, too. Of course 
men cultivated the grain and the fruit 
and the flower, but God made them grow. 

But these are not perfect gifts; they are 
good gifts. Can you think of a perfect 
gift? I can think of one—light. Can you 
think of dirty light, or wormy light, or 
spoiled light? No, things may come be- 
tween us and the light, such as clouds or 
fog or smoke, but light is a perfect gift 
from God. 

There’s a better gift even than light, 
and that is God’s only begotten Son, our 
Saviour, who is called the Light of the 
world. He is the greatest gift the world 
has ever had, and he came down from 
God the Father in Heaven. 

We accept all the other gifts of God: 
grain, fruit, flowers, air to breathe, water 
to drink, light, heat, rain, sunshine. Have 
we accepted Jesus Christ, the perfect Gift? 

We think of people as rich who have 
many things, such as a beautiful home, fine 
clothing, a good car. But some of these 
people are awfully poor, and they don’t 
even know it. They are poor because 
they have refused God’s greatest, perfect 
Gift, Jesus Christ. 

Are you rich or poor? If you have 
accepted Jesus Christ, then print “Rich” 
on your card. If you haven't, you'll have 
to print “Poor.” Oh, I hope no child here 
is going to have to do that! 


Mongsto, Cat, 


Did 
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Get complete details of the only Va- 
cation Bible School Courses offering 
all supporting materials necessary for the 
work of each teacher in the one book 
provided for that teacher. 

THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 

8th & Cutter Sts., Cincinnati, O., Dept 

Send Free Prospectus on DVBS Course for 


RTT TTT TT MTT oveceecccees Department 
TRO cic cctdeccctsvegecveteestenseees Cvcccccee 


Only Standard DVBS Courses give you this 
distinctive and economical feature. Don’t fail 
to send for your copy of the Free Pros; 








29th Year—* T; from Worry” 


ravel free 
HOLY LAND— EUROPE 


Experienced, personally conducted Tours. 
High quality — Low cost 
WICKER TOURS Richmond, Virginia 








sent to anyone 17 
PERFECT VOICE INSTITUTE, Studio 47-63 
64 E. Lake Street, Ohicago 





80,000 JEWS 2, Western Canada. 

Our Mission, Est. 25 
yrs. is the only Mission carrying the Gospel to 
this people. Your prayerful and financial help 
urgently needed. Kindly communicate with 
Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Western Canada Mission 
to the Jews, 158 Aikins St., Winnipeg, Canada 





EASTER PROGRAMS 


“Fr AL OF LIGHTS **—a Miniature E-Z 
| ten and, ** THE CROSS BEAUTIFUL **—a 

ageant-ette composed of supremely singable songs, 
easily prepared Exercises and a Pantomime. 

“ WAYSIDE HYMNS No. 1°—contains a beau- 
tiful Duet or Unison Chorus for Easter and 37 other 
Gospel Hymn Gems. : 

25 cents (stamps or coin) will bring, by 
return post, all the above. Address 


G. C. TULLAR F-9:,Box 246 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Following the Improved 
Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 
Samples on Application. 











ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


NOTICE —The “Bible Sapa 
and Illuminator,” an Adv Quar- 
terly of 192 , in monthly parts but 
still a Quarterly, price 30 cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, payment with order. 


Sample lesson on application. 
































Lesson for March 22 
How Old Was Abraham ? 


(Continued from second page) 


announced twenty-five years ago, that the 
Hebrew ’eleph does not mean “thousand” 
but “tent” or “household.” By this means 
he reduces the total from about 600,000 
(Exod. 12:37) to approximately 50,000. 
This sounds like a simple solution of the 
problem. But it is to be noted that the 
detailed statistics in the opening chapters 
of Numbers which are given first by tribe 
and then by standard are all based upon 
the meaning “thousand” for. ’eleph. Con- 
sequently Petrie’s theory cannot be accepted, 
unless we admit that, through such a basic 
error as he assumes, practically all the sta- 
tistics for the Exodus period have been 
exaggerated and distorted by the writer, or 
by a late editor. Whether this was done 
ignorantly or willfully would matter little. 
The trustworthiness of the record would 
be destroyed. And we must remember of 
the total of Israel’s host, which is such a 
stumblingblock to many, is quite in har- 
mony with such statements as Exodus 1: 
7; Numbers 25:9; Deuteronomy 1: 10; 10: 
22; 28:62. The large numbers do occa- 
sion difficulty. But this difficulty is largely 
if not wholly removed by a cordial recog- 
nition of the supernatural element in the 
recorded events. 

In his book Professor Petrie has also 
endeavored to solve difficulties connected 
with the chronologies of the lives of the 
Patriarchs. In the case of Jacob he re- 
gards. seventy-one as suspiciously old for 
Jacob at the time of his flight to Haran. 
So, on the ground of the similarity (it is 
not very great) between the letters of the 
alphabet which in Maccabean times (many 
centuries later) were used for ninety and 
forty, he reduces Jacob’s age on his return 
to Canaan from ninety-one to forty-one. 
He feels that twenty-one for his age at 
the time of his flight, and ninety-seven in- 
stead of one hundred and forty-seven for 
his total age, are probably correct. “Such 
ages accord so well with the possibilities 
of the case that we may provisionally ac- 
cept them” (p. 31). 

The explanation sounds easy. But it is 
really a very doubtful one for several rea- 
sons, three of which may be mentioned: 


1. It means the correcting of dates actu- 
ally given in the narrative (Gen. 47:28; 
see also verse 9) by a date which is calcu- 
lated from them. The figure ninety-one 
nowhere occurs in the narrative. 

2. Twenty-one for Jacob’s age at the time 
of his marriage would conflict with Esau’s 
forty (26:34) years earlier—they were 
twins. 

3. It remains to be proved that the let- 
ters of the Hebrew alphabet were used in 
Old Testament times to represent numbers. 


The same or similar difficulties arise | 


when the attempt is made to “rationalize” 
the chronology of the life of Abraham. 
Petrie’s theory flatly rejects the Scripture, 
for the number ninety-nine is actually given 
in Genesis 17:1 as Abraham’s age before 
Isaac was born. Reducing it to forty-nine 
on the same ground as the ninety-one men- 
tioned above is reduced to forty-one, we 
have Isaac born when his mother was 
forty and his father fifty. This may make 
the narrative more “credible” to some by 
removing its “difficulties,” but it goes a 
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considerable way in the direction of re- 
moving Abraham himself from his eminent 
role of father of the faithful. One of the 
least of the difficulties is that Paul’s great 
panegyric in Romans 4 becomes rather tame 
when we substitute fifty years old for one 
hundred! And Petrie’s light-hearted “dis- 
covery” quite does away with the long 
passages of inspired Scripture in Genesis 
15, 17, and 21, 

The unfortunate thing about Petrie’s re- 
cent book is that, while he is desirous of 
defending the Scriptures and in doing so 
deals the Higher Critics some telling blows, 
he is entirely too ready to tamper with 
Scripture to be its trustworthy defender. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 29. How Jesus Gave Himself for Us. 
Isa. 53 : 3-5; 1 Pet. 2: 21-25. 





Sunday, March 22 


Consequences of Great Decisions 
(Josh. 24:14, 15) 





Mon.—Abraham’s decision (Gen. 12: 1-5). 
Tues.—Lot’s sad decision (Gen. 13 : 1-13). 
Wed.—Peter’s decision (Matt. 4 : 8-22). 


Thurs.—"‘I appeal to Cesar” (Acts 25 : 11). 
Fri—The people’s decision (Matt. 27 : 17- 


25). 
Sat.—Almost decided (Acts 24 : 22-27). 











REAT doors swing upon very small 

hinges. Even so, great issues of life 
sometimes swing upon what seem to be 
very small decisions. In our Scripture 
lesson, we have a case where the whole 
destiny of a nation swung upon the de- 
cision of the people, éither to serve God 
or to worship the false gods of Egypt. 
Much of the history of the world and 
certainly the history of the Christian 
Church would have been very different 
had their decision been for the gods of 
Egypt. 

There had been an earlier decision time 
for this same people, you will remember, 
at Mount Sinai when Moses challenged 
them, “Who is on the Lord’s side? let 
him come unto me” (Exod. 32: 26). 

Away back in the days of the patri- 
archs we find that a time of decision came 
to Abraham, first, as to whether or not he 
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would obey God and leave his father’s 
house and his relations, and go out into 
a place that God would show him (Gen. 
12:1). Had Abram decided to stay in 
Ur of the Chaldees he would never have 
attained that place where God’s Word 
could speak of him as “the Friend of God” 
(Jas. 2:23), nor would he have risen to 
prominence and affection and esteem in 
the eyes of his descendants, who became 
the great nation of the Hebrews. 

Abraham had to make still another 
great decision, when he and his nephew 
Lot came to the borders of the land of 
Canaan. Lot chose the rich, fertile plain 
of the Jordan where were the wicked 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham 
chose to wait for God’s guidance. Lot 
lost everything and led his family into 
temporal, moral, and spiritual ruin. Abra- 
ham gained everything and led his de- 
scendants into the greatest spiritual right- 
eousness any nation ever reached in these 
early times, and temporal prosperity as 
well, 

Another great picture of decision shows 
us Elijah at Mount Carmel calling to this 
same people, “How long halt ye between 
two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow 
him: but if Baal, then follow him” (1 
Kings 18:21). 


In the New Testament we find that 
each of the disciples had to make a de- 
cision that changed the whole course of 
his life, when the Lord Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me.” 

Peter and John made a momentous de- 
cision when, after the ascension of the 
Lord Jesus, they were hailed before the 
Sanhedrin and forbidden to preach Christ. 
As soon as they were released, they con- 
tinued their preaching, and when again 
brought before that august body and asked 
why they had disobeyed, they made the 
simple statement, “We ought to obey God 
rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 


4 

Paul made a momentous decision when 
on the road to Damascus he was con- 
fronted by the glorified Christ. When he 
knew that the supernatural being, who 
shone with a brightness beyond that of 
the sun at noonday, was the One whose 
followers he had been persecuting, Paul 
cried out, “Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?” (Acts 9:6.) Thereafter we find 
him saying, “I was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19). 


$e 

To each of us come many opportunities 
to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as our Sav- 
iour, Perhaps we have felt the urge of 
the Holy Spirit upon us as children, when 
we have heard of the love of the One 
who was willing to die on the cross for 
us. Certainly we have heard it in later 
life many times, from godly Sunday school 
teachers and from those who have 
preached the Word to us. But unless we 
have come to a definite decision and ac- 
cepted Christ as our Saviour we are still, 
no matter what may be our respectable 
standing in the community, or the reputa- 
tion of the family to which we belong, 
“without God and without hope.” 

All of eternity swings upon our de- 
cision. It may seem strange that so much 
should depend upon so small a decision. 
Yet God has planned it in this way, so 
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that none may perish but all may have 
eternal life if they will. His word comes 
to us now, “To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your heart” (Psa. 95: 
7, 8). It is a solemn fact that by far the 
majority of those who come to Christ 
accept him before they are twenty years 
of age. After this, indifference, sin, and 
the cares of this world so grow about and 
clutter the door of the heart that the 
chances of its opening to the Lord Jesus 
are very much lessened, 


But after we have come to Christ there 
are still decisions to be made. There is 
the decision as to whether or not we will 
let him rule completely in the heart, and 
there are day by day decisions against 
temptations that we meet. But in such 
crises we have the assurance of his help 
and strength. He himself set the exam- 
ple and gave us the simple rule that 
should govern making such decisions. He 
said, “My judgment is just [or, in other 
words, My decisions are right]; because 
I seek not mine own will, but the will of 
the Father which hath sent me” (John 5: 
30). We may know God’s will if we are 
willing to yield ourselves absolutely to 
him (Rom. 12:1, 2). And knowing his 
will, we may decide rightly and not make 
mistakes, whether it be in the routine 
matters of everyday life, or the great de- 
cisions that come to us, 

Do you really want to make right de- 
cisions? You may, if you are willing to 
follow this simple plan that God has laid 
down. . 


PHILADELPHIA, 





g Children at Home 


1. A Visit to an African Home 


By Clara B. Blair 


This is the first of a series of five stories 
founded on fact and showing how the chil- 
dren live in Africa. The next story will be 
published in an early issue. 
6¢¢YOME, Katherine,” said her mother 
one Saturday morning, “take a broom 
and sweep the porches, please.” 

Katherine took the broom and went to 
work. After she had finished the front 
porch she went to the shady, vine-covered 
back porch. There she found the colored 
cook, Ilusa, shelling peas for dinner. Many 
years before Ilusa had come from Africa, 
where she was born, to live in America. 

“Oh! how I hate to sweep porches!” 
the little girl exclaimed. “But I do not 
want Mama to know it; she would think 
I am lazy.” 

Her work in this porch done she turned 
to the cook and asked, “Did you have to 
sweep porches when you were little?” 

“No,” said the cook, showing her white 
teeth in a broad smile. “We did not have 
any porches to sweep, but we did have to 
sweep something a good deal worse.” 

“What could be worse? Tell me about 
it, and I’ll help you shell peas while you 
tell me,” and the little girl got a pan and 
seated herself beside the cook. “Now, tell 
me please, what kind of house did you 
have without a porch?” 

“You would not call it a house at all,” 
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the cook explained. “First they set up 
a.pole ten or twelve feet high. Then they 


.tied a string six or seven feet long to the 


pole and with it drew a circle on the ground 
around the pole. In this circle they planted 
shorter poles. These poles were tied to- 
gether with bark or grape vines. Other 
poles for the roof were fastened to the 
top of the high center pole and across to 
the tops of the lower poles. Next the 
roof was made of a heavy covering of 
grass called thatch, and the walls were 
covered with thick mud. Then the house 
was ready for the floor, and not a hammer 
or a nail had been used. But such a floor!” 
and the cook made a wry face at the 
thought of it. 

“Why, what was wrong with the floor?” 


‘Katherine asked. 


“There wasn’t anything right with it, 
it seems to me now,” the cook replied. 
“The ground was dug up, fresh earth added 
and beaten till it was hard.” 

“Oh!” the little girl exclaimed. “You 
don’t mean you lived on a floor like that 
and had to sweep it?” 

“Yes, we did. When it was dry it made 
a very hard surface and we kept it as clean 
as we knew how.” 

“Well, I’ll never complain again about 
sweeping these nice porches. But did you 
live in just one room?” 

“Some left their houses all in one room 
and some made them into three or four. 
Ours was made into four. The partitions 
between the rooms were made of poles 
only, or of poles covered with mud like 
the outside walls. 

“There was only one window in the 
house, and that was a tiny hole in the 
wall. It was so dark inside that when we 
came in from the outside we could not see 
anything till our eyes became used to the 
darkness. There were two doors. The one 
at the back was just a little thing. The one 
in front opened into the living room. In 
this room we visited and ground our meal 
for the cooking. In it the children flayed 
and the men ate their meals.” 

“Didn’t you all eat together?” Katherine 
asked in surprise. 

“Oh, no. That was not our custom,” 
the cook answered. “The women and girls 
ate. in a room the men seldom entered.” 

“Then you couldn’t all talk and have 
a good time. Who asked. the blessing and 
thanked God for the food?” 

“We didn’t know there was a God, and 
how could we thank him?” the cook an- 
swered sadly. “Oh, Honey, I do thank 
God now for sending the missionaries to 
teach us about him and show us how to 
live. 

“When it was cool the women and girls 
sat about the fire mornings and evenings. 
If there was a daughter-in-law in the house 
she ate in the room the men ate in, but 
not with them. When it was cool some 
one would hand her some fire on a piece 
of broken pot, as she was not allowed in 
the room where the fire was, and the men 
and boys usually sat around a fire outdoors 
if they wanted any fire. 

“In our house we had a third room in 
which we slept and a fourth in which the 
cows, sheep, and goats spent the night.” 

“Not in the house with you!” exclaimed 
Katherine. 

“Yes, that was our custom. We were 


(Continued on page 173) 
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It contains a complete synopsis 
of each book in the New Testa- 
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The book is bound in durable 
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Individual Work 
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used to it and did not think anything about 
it. But we kept the house clean. The 
first thing our mother did every morning 
after the stock was taken out was to sweep 
the whole house, and every few days she 
gave the floor a fresh plastering. This 
kept the earth hard so it did not crumble. 

“Over the room in which the cooking 
was done we had a big shelf on which we 
piled wood and kept extra grain and pots 
and many other things. 

“Over the sleeping room we had another 
shelf on which some of the family slept.” 

“How queer !” Katherine remarked. “And 
what kind of beds had you?” 

“No bedsteads with pretty quilts and 
spreads such as you have. Usually we 
slept on a pile of banana leaves. You know 
it does not get really cold there, and we did 
not need warm beds as you do here.” 

“Yes, but they must have been very 
hard; and how untidy they must have 
looked !” 

“They were hard, but we did not think 
of that because we never had slept on 
anything else. As for looks, that did not 
bother us in the least.” 

“What kind of furniture did you have 
if you had no bedsteads?” questioned the 
little girl. 

“Not much of any kind. We had more 
in our house than some others did. We 
had two stools, and many did not have 
even one. Nearly all have water pots and 
cooking vessels and a few pots out of 
which to eat—all made of clay. Then 
there was a gourd or two for drinking 
cups and baskets of different sizes.” 

“What kind of cook stove did you have?” 
asked Katherine. : 

“We just had three stones placed to- 
gether so that there was a place left in 
the middle for a fire. Leaves, twigs, and 
sticks were slipped between these stones 
into the fire place. The cooking pot was 
placed on top, right over the fire. We 
had no lids for the pots, so they were 
covered with just anything, even banana 
leaves. 

“But now I must put the peas to cook 
and get dinner,” and the colored woman 
arose to leave the porch. 

“But couldn’t you tell me some more 
tomorrow? I want to know what you 
cooked, and many other things.” 

“You might come to the porch at three 
o’clock tomorrow.” 

“May I bring my two little friends, Helen 
and Mabel, with me?” 

Having gained consent the little girl 
ran to her mother and the cook went into 
her shiny kitchen, so different from any- 
thing she had known when she was a child. 


(To be continued) 
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Winona Lake School of Theology 
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Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
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Protection in Old Age 
Freedom from Worry 
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in the check that comes regularly to 
you as a holder of an Annuity Agree- 
ment of the American Bible Society. 


Such checks have been issued reg- 
ularly for over 80 years . . helping 
to bring security and satisfaction in 
spite of disturbing and perplexing 
world conditions. 
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out the world. 
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explains the plan, and tells you how you 
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to weasel and to the indispensable 
Christian ministry it renders. 














| Please send me, without obligation, your booklet $$ 126 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” ! 
| Name Denominction I 
Address | 

' eo), ae State eae 
ss 
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hist what you have been looking for/ 


BIBLE STUDIE< 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
SOCIETIES 
















of this Course, every 
Young People’s Society may 
be converted into a School for 
Bible Training. 


1936 STUDIES IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 


Four Parts—52 Lessons. Part I, The Bible—The 

God of the Bible. Part Il, The Christ of the Bible 

—The Holy Spirit. Part II], Man—Sin and Redemp- 

tion. Part IV, The Church—Future Events. 
Send 15Sc in stamps for current issue. 


HRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC 
1512 Third St. Harrisburg, Pa. 





THE “CUSTOMER” 
IS ALWAYS 


right at home 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall 


Comrort courts you in count- 
less ways at these genial ho- 
tels by the sea. The lounges 
cater to every mood, the food 
to every taste. There are 
timely lectures, informal con- 
certs, plays. and various 
other complimentary amuse- 
ments to brighten the care- 
free hours. 

Game rooms, squash courts, 
and a model gym thrill the 
gaps between golf and horse- 
back riding on the sand. For 
relaxation, choose between 
the long Ocean Decks, mod- 
ern health baths, cozy library. 
and your own quiet room. 
Here. activity and repose are 
always yours to command — 
the same as our willing 
service. 

$7 up at Chalfonte. $8 up at 
Haddon Hall, single. Ameri- 
can Plan. $5 up at Haddon 
Hall, single, European Plan. 
Special weekly rates. 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 
ATLANTIC CITY 
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and Saturday afternoons and evenings, April 
3 and 4. 

The Bible Hour will be led by the Rev. 
C. H. Judd of the China Inland Mission; 
the Missionary Hour by the Rev. Harry 
Stam of Africa, and the Victorious Life 
Hour by Dr, Charles G. Trumbull, Editor 
of THE SunpAy ScHoot Times. 

Those desiring further information may 
write the Victorious Life Testimony, Room 
506 Commonwealth Building, 1201 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 


V4 
Toronto Prophetical Conference 


OR more than twenty-five years a Con- 

ference on Bible Prophecy has been 
held annually in the famous Knox Church, 
Toronto, under the auspices of the Pro- 
phetical Investigation Society of Toronto. 
After a quarter of a century the interest 
continues unabated, and Canadian readers 
of THE Sunpay ScHoot Times (of which 
there are many), will be interested to know 
that this year the conference will be held 
March 22-27, The Editor of the Times, 
Charles G. Trumbull, is to be the speaker 
at the two daily meetings throughout the 
week, and will welcome the opportunity 
of meeting members of the Times Family 
who may be able to attend. 

Knox Church is the oldest Presbyterian 
church in Canada—115 years of age. In 
the more than a century of its lifetime it 
has had only six ministers, the present be- 
ing the sixth, Dr. John Gibson Inkster. 
During all these years Knox Church has 
stood unalterably for the integrity and 
divine inspiration of the Bible, holding to 
the Westminster Standards, —the Confes- 
sion of Faith and the two Catechisms. It 
has always preached the evangelical Gos- 
pel of salvation by faith in the finished 
work of Christ on Calvary, and has always 
believed in the premillennial coming of the 
Lord. 

Canon Howitt, known and loved at the 
Keswick conferences in Great Britain, Can- 
ada, and the United States, is the President 
of the Prophetical Society, which includes 
in its membership both ministers and lay- 





‘men: of all the evangelical churches, the 


fellowship being rich and enduring. The 
teachers at the annual meetings have been 
drawn from Great Britain, Canada,*and the 
United States. 


[With the New Books 


Some Old Testament Parables. By J. 
Stuart Holden, D.D. (Pickering and Ing- 
lis, London, 1 shilling.) Dr. Holden’s 
last book contains, among others, four ad- 
dresses delivered in Ulster, the North of 
Ireland, two months before he fell asleep. 
He did not prepare them for publication, 
but they were taken from his notes. They 
reveal the man, his culture, his beautiful 
English, and his choice of the right word. 
The first four, on Old Testament parables, 
deal with The Ewe Lamb, The Vineyard, 
The Potter, and The King Tree. There 
are seven other sermons, showing deep 
spiritual insight, 

In speaking of “the progress of the 
world” the author makes a questionable 
statement: “These movements toward 
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federation and brotherhood cannot all be 
regarded as antichristian, There are a 
great many outside the churches today 
who do not name the Name of Christ,. and 
yet who are very near akin to the Spirit 
of Christ.” The book teaches salvation 
immediate and complete from all our sins 
through the blood of Christ. 


John White of Mashonaland. By C. F. 
Andrews. (Harper and Bros., New York, 
$1.50.) “Surely, if God has called me, I 
need not tremble. He can qualify the most 
seemingly unfit. My hope is in God.” So 
wrote John White when, as a young man, 
he sailed as a pioneer missionary to South 
Africa. The eldest son of a farmer. of 
Cumberland, England, he gave his heart 
to Christ in a village church during a 
Methodist mission. One of the locaf 
preachers pleaded with him saying, “Oh, 
John, won’t you now at this very moment, 
make your decision for Christ?” to which 
he answered quietly, “Yes, I will.” In 
that humble setting there was being en- 
listed a great soldier of Jesus Christ. 

The story as told by the author is one 


—— (CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS—— 


For Sale or for Personal Use 

New, attractive EASTER and EVERY DAY 
Greetings with worthwhile sentiments, many with 
Bible ‘Texts—in great variety of artistic settings—the 
type of Greeting Christian people are looking for. 
Cards that are different—not found in stores— Boxed 
and Unboxed—good profit—no investment neces- 
sary. Catalog and sales plans on 





it. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, INC. 
260 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo, N. Y. 

















FREE, Our catalogue of music, etc.,sent free to Pastors, 
Superintendents, or Committees. 
NEW—Easter Helper No. 22—1936 
More than roo recitations, drills, pantomimes, songs, 
etc. Material for all departments, 25 cents. 
For Examination — Pageants, etc. 

A CROSs OF LIFE AND PEACE. , 

THE CHRIST OF THE CENTURIES. 

SEVEN DAYS WITH THE SAVIOUR. 
Complete in every detail—25 cents. 

BY THIS SIGN aoe ER (no music) 25 cents. 
FOUR PLAYS FOR EASTER (no music) 25 cents. 
The five above sent for examination, 
Mother’s Day Helper No. 2—25 cents. 

All new; recitations, exercises, a pla and a pageant 
and songs,for Mother’s Day. 


HALL-MACK CO., 124 N. 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





An Outstanding Devotional Book! 


Is He Not Able? 


By EDITH F. NORTON 
Of the Belgian Gospel Mission 


Thirty-one new meditations (one for each day of 
the month) on various problems of the Christian 
life, viewed from many angles; some written from 
out the intimate, personal experiences of the 
author—her own fears, her own temptations, her 
own perplexities, with the accompanying deliver- 
ances. Messages of comfort, encouragement and 
exhortation which have flowed from the crucible 
of many testings. 

Beautifully bound in cloth covers ; 125 pages, 
printed in clear, bold type; invaluable to all who 
are experiencing the trials and troubles of these 
difficult days. Price, $1.00; Art stock covers, 60 
cents. Order your copy today! 

BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS'N 
837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Illinois 


Something New! 


For Ministers, Sunday School teachers, Bible Students 
. « . a working knowledge of the who that is 
uickly and easily mastered by using the Simplified 
ethod of studying and retaining the ‘‘Great Bible 
Teachings” . . . Price, 75c—order from author, Rev. D. 
br. Also... . Young Minister 





McPherson, Norfolk, Ne 
wanted in each State to act as -, Director of the: 
Young Believers United Spiritual Crusade, must be over 
30, fundamental, Spiritual, Evangelistic. Give qualifica- 
tions, also references. Send inquiries to 


Rev. D. McPherson,Norfolk,Nebr.. 
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of fascinating consecration. This young 
Englishman was to turn into one of the 
statesmen of the Kingdom of God. He 
carried the Gospel forward among the 
natives across the Zambesi to the Congo. 
A great host of Christians among the 
Mashonas remember John White as God’s 
evangelist and as God’s defender of their 
native rights. The subject of the book is 
an impressive character whose example of 
Christian initiative and loyalty to the will 
of his Lord should inspire both young and 
older people to enlist in the cause of 
Christ’s redeeming work. 


The Precious Blood of Christ. By A. 
J. Levengood, Th. M. (Fundamental Truth 
Publishers, Findlay, Ohio, 15 cents.) Here 
is a simple but vital exposition of this 
important theme. While it is a pamphlet, 
the truth it contains treats of the neces- 
sity, significance, saving power, and vital 
importance of the blood of Christ shed on 
the cross for our redemption. Emphasis 
on such teaching is one of the greatest 
needs in modern preaching. 


Studies in Revelation. By O. R. Palmer. 
(Harris and Partridge, Inc., 525 Locust 
St., Philadelphia, 50 cents.) The author 
is pastor of the Philadelphia Berachah 
Church, and teacher of a Bible class meet- 
ing in Philadelphia on Monday nights. To 
this class he taught the Book of Revela- 
tion. In answer to popular request he re- 
produces the notes he used while teaching. 
They therefore consist of collected views 
and varied impressions concerning the 
meaning of the text rather than a syste- 
matic exposition. Mr. Palmer has strong 
faith in-our Lord and believes the Bible 
to be God’s Word. As to the acceptance 
of all his teachings in his book there is 
room for difference, but as to his purpose 
in preparing Christians for the coming of 
Christ there can be no doubt. 


Studies in the Book of Genesis and 
Studies in Romans. Arranged by Grace 
Saxe. (Grace Saxe, 843-845 N. Wells St., 
Chicago, 25 cents each, postage extra.) 
Comments, illustrations, charts, test ques- 
tions with space for answers, and sugges- 
tions for original research and study make 
up these Bible study booklets by Grace 
Saxe. The two books contain thirteen 
lessons on Genesis and eighteen lessons on 
Romans, Quotations from some of the 
world’s foremost Bible expositors help to 
make these studies unusually valuable. The 
illustrations and charts alone are worth 
more than the cost of the book. They are 
a wonderful aid in impressing the truths 
of the Scripture. By means of the test 
questions the student can drill himself on 
the important points of the study under 
consideration. Many practical suggestions 
are given for further study of these books 
of the Bible under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The purpose of the studies in Genesis is 
twofold: to help to a clearer understand- 
ing of the book itself, and an appreciation 
of the relation it bears to the other books 
of the Bible. Studies in Romans likewise 
has a double purpose: to make clear the 
great teachings of the book, and to induce 
the student to do some original study of 
Romans for himself. These books may 
be profitably used either for individual 
study or for class work, with or without 
a teacher. 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee, 


March 16 to 22 
Mon.—Luke 12: 13-21. Minor Values. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “A man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth.” Worldly gain dis- 
appoints. The world is no more a substi- 
tute for Christ than air is for food. If 
you have Christ, you have all. The Sup- 
plier is greater than the supply. Without 
Christ this world’s goods are, as Solomon 
says, “vanity of vanities.” Pray for the 
Pocket Testament League, 156 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York. 


Tues.—Luke 12 : 22-34. Major Values. 

Prayer SuGcestions: “Seek ye the 
kingdom of God; and all these things shall 
be added unto you.” Look after God’s 
business and he will attend to yours. Serv- 
ice for God bears wonderful interest. “He 
that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever” (1 John 2:17). God’s servants are 
the best paid in all the world. “Godliness 
is profitable” in time and eternity. Pray 
for the Hebrew Christian Alliance of 
America, 1216 Washington Avenue, Bronx, 
New York City. 


Wed.—John 6 : 25-40. Imperishable Values. 


PraYER SuGGEsTIONS: “That meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life.” Feed on 
Christ and you will never hunger again. 
He fully satisfies our deepest longings. 
We have hungered in the past; but with 


Christ, our full salvation, we shall never 


want again. Feed on Christ and your 
prayers will be answered; your life will 
be abundantly fruitful; and you will be- 
come like him. Pray for the Central 


American Mission, 3611 Congress Avenue, 
Dallas, Tex. 


Thurs.—John 10: 7-10. The Abundant Life. 


PRAYER Succestions: “I am come that 
they might have life . . . abundantly.” 
Christ is more than sufficient for all the 
circumstances of your life. The Christian 
life is not it, but Christ. “Oh, Christ He 
is the fountain!” In him are hid all treas- 
ures. Draw from your Lord, through the 
Word, as the branch draws sustenance from 
the vine. His life lived out in you will 
make you to be fruitful in every good 
word and work. Ilis fullness is for your 
emptiness. Pray for the Mino Mission 
(Japan), Box 181, Wheelersburg, Ohio. 


Fri—Matthew 29 : 20-27. 
The Greatest in the Kingdom. 

PrayER Succestions: “Whosoever de- 
sireth to become great among you, let him 
be your minister” (marg.). We should 
love to be hidden, lightly esteemed, little 
praised, and to be the servant of all. Christ 
will then see his likeness in you and give 
you his sweetest smile. The surest way 
into divine favor is to be humble. The 
Lord observes humility. He calls the hum- 
ble man to special honors, “Before honour 
is humility’ (Prov. 15:33). Pray for 
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JUST OFF THE PRESS! 
“THINGS SEEN AND HEARD 
IN RED RUSSIA” 

By PETER PLESHKO 

This book describes the real conditions ef believers and 
communists in Soviet Russia. There is no b00k al to 
Peter Pleshko’s, a native Russian, who returned from an 
extended trip in Russia a few months ago. Order now— 
Price only 25c. ADDRESS IN CARE OF 
Russian Gospel Association, 64 W. Randolph St., Dept. T.. Chicago, I. 


CHURCH PAGEANTRY 


Returnable examination copies of New Pag- 
eants and Sacred Plays for Easter sent upon 
request. Users of Pageants should send at 
once for samples. Please give name of church. 


CHURCH PAGEANTRY 
124 N. 15th Street, - - - - Philadelphia, Pa. 








(Gmmunion Ware of Quality | 


ALUMINUM or 
FINEST SILVER PLATE 


WorkmMansnip 





Glasses 


end for Illustrated Catalog — 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO, 
Room 353 1701-1705 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia,Pe 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publishers, as 
well as the advertiser, by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday 
School Times. 


ETERNAL VALUES 


Me is an impartial yet severe test of value. 
Money comes and goes, stocks rise and fall, 
buildings are used pond decay. Returns from in- 
vestments in this world are at best uncertain. 
What a contrast then is a work which ‘‘gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal’*(John 4:36)! 


INVEST IN THE LORD’S WORK 


When you use your money to further men’s work, pass- 
ing good or growing evil may result. When you put 
your money in trust with us to further the Lord’s work, 
only lasting good can come of it. 


Tue Brsre InstrruTe CoLPorRTAGE ASSOCIATION OF 
CuiIcaGo is an undenominational (interdenominational), 
thoroughly evangelical society, founded by D. L. Moody 
in x ts object according to its charter is: 


**To circulate, distribute, make, publish, buy, sell 
== and give away books, pamphlets, tracts, singing 
_ books, Bibles,’Testaments, and evangelical religious 

publications, and to use any surplus funds of the 
in and about Bible and 





—%) evangel- 


The yee have tested and proven the soundness of 
Dwight L. Moody’s vision. ¢ Gospel in its simplic- 
ity and power has been made available to rich and 
poor that men might understand the plan of salvation, 
grow in Christian living, and more effectively work for 
bo Lord. wee =o — hogy. al to , oy Gon, 
ves to a livin ‘o ve, agency suc 
as this, are invited to’ fellowship in the support and 
enlargement of our ministry. ‘Lhis may be done iu 
various ways: 

2. Direct gifts —checks or currency. 

2. Donation of bonds or stocks. (If the income 
is needed during life, the security may be 
placed with us in trust.) 

3- Provide for a legacy or bequest by last will 
and testament. 

q Assign to the Colportage Association any 
rights to unsettled estates, or rents and in- 
come from any property. 

s Name the Association as a beneficiary under 
a life insurance policy. 

6. Loan funds to be used without interest ; or give 
an estate note. 


Legal Form of Bequest 


bd by. ve, devise and bequeath unto The Bible 
Iastitute Co portage Association of Chicago, a co ‘a- 
tion organized and existing under the laws of the State 
of Illinois, the sum of. . 2... 1. ee ees dollars, 
to be paid out of any real or personal estate owned by 
me at my decease.”’ 

Write Soday for free copy of booklet ‘‘ These Forty 
Years.”” Please mention ‘I'nx Sunpay ScHoo. Times, 
and indieate how you would prefer to help this work. 

“* These Forty Years”’ will inspire you with the “‘ eternal 


value’’ that our Gospel efforts can create with your aid. 
Write today. ‘ * 


The Bible Institute Colportage Assoc. 
837 North Wells Street, Chicago, Illinois 
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Are You Not Responsible 
For Perishing Russians? 


A cry from the borders of Soviet Russia comes to us for more missionaries. 
evangelists on the Russian field filled with the Holy Spirit, ready to go and win souls, but it re- 
quires means to maintain. A married pegs | can be supported for only 25 to 40 dollars per 
month—single missionaries for only 10 to 20 dollars per month. The Russian-Slavic people are 
waiting for the Bread of Life, willing to walk long distances and stand from 3 to 5 hours in a service 
and listen to the Gospel Message. ill you solely support a missionary on the field or partly aid 
in supporting one? There is also a great need for Bibles, New Testaments, and Gospels. 

No missionary cah be sent to Soviet Russia at the present time, but there are still many 
earnest, faithful preachers who are witnessing for the Lord in spite of sufferings and persecutions. 
These suffering preachers and families are in great need and they are appealing to us for help. 
.Of the many letters received from believers, one writes as follows: “You cannot imagine, 
dear brother, just how I felt when I received your help. It brought so much joy to my heart 
that 1 forgot my weak and sick condition, tears of joy ran down my cheeks as I thanked God 
for his goodness and mercy to us.”’ 


HOME MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT 


THE RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSCCIATION has added a new Home Miissionary Department to 
evangelize the Russians in North America. There are many cities with large Russian settlements 
without the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We feel a great responsibility for these Russian people. Help 
us with your prayers and gifts to engage full time Russian missionaries in this country who can go 
and give the message of Christ in their native Russian language. We are praying for a Gospel car 
equipped with a loud speaker so we can drive right into towns and communities, draw a crowd 
with the music and then give out the Gospel to the awaiting people. What a wonderful investment 

ou can make toward this Lord's work. The quickest way to reach and evangelize the Russian- 
javic people in North America is to go direct to their communities. Your large or small gift 
will be greatly appreciated. 


‘Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.’’ 
SEND GIFTS AND MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 


RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
REV. PETER DEYNEKA, General Director, 64 W. Randolph St., Dept. T, CHICAGO, ILL. 
(Please indicate whether gifts are for Home or Foreign=Russian Work). 


Free sample copy of the Russian a News Bulletin sent upon request. A 
Seen and Heard in Soviet Russia,”” by Rev. Peter Pleshko, a. native Russian Christian, 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE PARTIAL LIST ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Rev. Peter Deyneka, General Director Dr. Norman B. Harrison Dr. C. F. Wright, Toronto, Ont. 
Dr. Paul W. Rood Minneapolis, Minn. Dr. W. E. -Biederwolf, 
Mr. C. B. Hedstrom Dr. B. J. Heetderks, Bozeman, Mont. Winona Lake, Ind. 
Me. M. D. Plunkett ; Dr. Will H. Houghton, Chicago, Ill. Rev. G. D. Blomgren, Chicago, Ill, 
M r Gee - A: Be Dr. Albert Hughes, Toronto, Ont. Dr. W. H. Rogers, New York Cit 
er. ge A. Benson, Dr. H. A. Ironside, Chicago, Ill. Dr. Louis R. Patmont, Berkeley, Calif. 
Dr, Arthur I. Brown Dr. Walter L. Wilson r. J. O. Busweil, Jr., 
Rev. Charles Porter Kansas City, Mo. Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill, 


We have native 


Matt. 25: 45- 











Maintain Attendance !—Increase Offerings! 


“ These Cards Win Children 
Heart and Soul for the 
Sunday School!” 


UNDAY SCHOOLS THAT GROW 

AND THRIVE are alive always to the 

problem of attendance building. Super- 
intendents and teachers alike testify that 
Cokesbury Cards and Seals cannot be 
equaled for use among Beginner, Primary, and 
Junior Classes, 


HOW THBY WORK: Each member of the 
class is provided with a card. Each Sunday 
he is present and on time he is awarded a 
sma!l gummed seal —a rabbit, kitten, chicken, 
pony, airplane—or whatever sea) is appropri- 
ate for the card being used. The youngster 
sticks the seals to his card (often in amusing 
positions), and at the end of the period the 
number of seals on the cards indicates the 
Sundays present and on time, The card is 
then given to the pupil as a souvenir. 


THE DESIGNS AND SEALS 
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oah’s Ark. 








30. Airplane Airplane 
32. Rebekah Camels 
33. Elzak Ravens 
34. Shetland Pony Ponies 
35. The Good Shepherd Sheep 
30. The First Easter Lilies 
3 Corna 
Pumpkins Pumpkins 
@. Little Red Hen Baby Chicks 
§ Mother Duck |. Ducklings 
. Old Woman in the 
Shoe Boys and Girls 
9. Mother Cat Kittens 
12. Rabbit Bunny Rabbits 
z3. Collie D Collie Puppies 
ZS. Bluebird” Bluebirds 
2I. Cherry Bs ew seed Butterflies Firet Easter. No. 86 
y 22. rast S527, wri aster. oO. 
The Good Shepherd. No. 36 a Chilatves 4 Children ? The ‘ 
oe. oah'’s Ar nimadls (assorte 
Cards eno ee en; 2. (pike Bo-Leep Sheet, ( ) Cokesbury Press 
-00 a . Yachts ene ‘achts 
— > kere Seaiteels Nashville Tenn. 
Seals—15c Package 


Order from Your Own 


(100); y Boy and Girl Seal ked tel 
. %& Boy and Girl Seals are pac SOPAFONOrys Religious Supply House 


2 Packages, 25 x00 to the package. 


Read in the latest issue “‘ Things ; 
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the Harrisburg School of the Bible, 114 
Walnut Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 


Sat.—Mark 9 : 33-37. Things Most Worth While. 

Prayer Succestions: “If any man de- 
sire to be first, the same shall be last of 
all, and servant of all.” Our Lord ex- 
plains why many are at the foot of the 
class. He always disappoints the expecta- 
tions of the selfish. The eye of faith sees 
glory in following the footsteps of Christ, 
who was meek and lowly in heart. The 
surest way to be a Christian leader is to 
be a good follower of the Lord Jesus. The 
shortest way to eminent service for Christ 
is the pathway of humility. Pray for the 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. 


Sun.—Psalm 23. God’s Goodness and Mercy. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life.” Uniform divine blessing is assured 
“all the days of my life.” The certainty 
of “goodness and mercy” is guaranteed by 
the faithful word of the Good Shepherd. 
Faith, even while journeying through “the 
valley of the shadow of death,” will see 
the blessed bodyguards, “Goodness and 
Mercy.” Christ is our Vanguard and 
“Goodness and Mercy” our rearward all 
the way home. Pray for the John E. Brown 
College, Siloam Springs, Ark. 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday Schoo} Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 


copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 


One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 


INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 


- subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 


ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 
postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 5S@ cents for postage. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, pt by ial 


| Christian Y outh 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


75 cents-—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 


52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 


package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per ‘year. 
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The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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